Iran says 21 killed in Iraqi attack 


TEHRAN iR) — Iran said Monday that 2l people were killed 
and 108 injured in Sunday's Iraqi missile attack on the western 
Iranian town of Masjed Soleyraan. 1UO kilometres from the Gulf 
war front. The figures were given in a military communique 
carried by the national news agency IRNA. The attack came as a 
delegation from the International Committee of the Red Cross’ 
was visiting Iranian cities damaged during the 39- month-old Gulf 
war. IRNA said the delegation visited Ramhormuz and Beh- 
behan. towns far from the battiefront which had been hit by Iraqi 
missiles in the past two weeks. Iraq said the Masjed Soleyman 
attack was in retaliation for Iranian shellingof Iraqi border towns. 
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Kreisky to pay surprise visit to Libya 

SALZBURG. Austria (R) — Former Austrian Chancellor Bruno 
Kreisky will pay a surprise visit to Libya later Monday for talks 
with its leader Muammar Qadhafi, informed sources said.' Dr. 
Kreisky. a socialist who governed Austria from 1 970 until last 
April, will discuss Middle East questions with Colonel Qadhafi, 
the sources said. The 72-year-old former chancellor sought dur- 
ing his period in office to play a mediating role in Middle East 
politics and in March 1982 caused an uproar by receiving Col 
Qadhafi in Vienna. Dr. Kreisky is expected to fty from Salzburg 
on the private jet of Austrian motor-racing star Niki Lauda. He 
would arrive in Libya later Monday night and stay at least one day, 
the sources said. 
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Hebron curfew 
continues for 5th day 

AMMAN (J.T.) - A curfew imp- 
osed on the Casbah area of Heb- 
ron continued for the fifth day 
Monday, reports reaching here 
from the Israeli-occupied ter- 
riiories said. The curfew was imp- 
osed Thursday after a hand gre- 
nade was thrown at a Jewish set- 
tlement bordering the town. 


Israeli soldier 
wounded in Lebanon 


TEL AVIV ( R : — An Israeli sol- 
dier was wounded Monday in a 
grenade auack on an Israeli patrol 
near Nabaiiych in South Lebanon. 
i military spokesman said. L«ni- 
Jentitied attackers threw two gre- 
nades at the patrol, he said. There 
have been almost daily attacks on 
Israeli forces in South Lebanon 
recently. A soldier was wounded 
Sunday in a grenade auack in 
Sidon. Israeli casualties, since the 
June 19X2 invasion total 560 sol- 
diers killed and 5.1 sx wounded, 
according to official figures. 

Yugoslav minister 
makes stop-over 

AMMAN IJ.T. - Yugoslav For- 
eign Minister Lazar Mnjsnv Mon- 
day made a brief stop-over at the 
Queen Alia International Airport 
on his way from Kuwait to Bel- 
grade. The acting general sec- 
retary at the Foreign Ministry met 
sir. Mojsov at the airport. 


Saudi crown prince 
meets Iraqi president 

BAGHDAD ( R» — Saudi Crown 
Prince and Deputy Prime Minister 
Prince Abdullah Ibn Abdul Aziz 
met Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein and other Iraqi officials here 
Sunday night. Iraqi newspapers 
reported Monday. The papers said 
Arab issues and bilateral relations 
were discussed but gave no further 
details. 

Bignone banned from 
leaving Argentina 

BUENOS AIRES (RJ — Former 
President Reynaldo Bignone has 
been forbidden to leave Argentina 
by a federal judge investigating 
the disappearance of a civilian 
under military rule. Judge Luis 
Cordoba imposed the ban Sunday 
on Mr. Bignone and about 2U mil- 
itary and police officers as pan of 
his inquiry into the disappearance 
in November I97N of Alfredo 
Giorgi. a technician with the Nat- 
ional Institute of Industrial Tec- 
hnology. 

Morocco sends 
OIC invitations 

RABAT'! R) — Morocco's King 
Hassan II has sent Transport Min- 
ister Mansouri Bcnali to deliver' 
invitations to an Islamic summit to 
the heads of state of Algeria. 
Libya. Syria. Tunisia and Turkey, 
officials said Monday. Mr. Benali. 
the fifth envoy sent to deliver inv- 
itations to the summit of the Org- 
anisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) scheduled for Casablanca 
next month. left Rabat Sunday, 
thev said. 
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Jordan-Egypt contacts 

aim at foiling Zionist 
designs, Badran says 


By Lam is K. Andoni 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan has maintained contacts 
with Egypt to counter Zionist political pre- 
ssures, Prime Minister Mudar Badran said 
Monday. 


Mr. Badran. who was speaking 
at a regular session of the National 
Consultative Council (NCCl. said 
that “Jordan's position towards 
Egypt is based on the fact that 
negative policies towards the new 
Egyptian leadership (of President 
Hosni Mubarak;, which has ado- 
pted a different approach towards 
the Middle East conflict, would 
have left Egypt vulnerable against 
Zinnisi political pressures.” 

The prime minister was replying 
to questions by a number of NCC 
members on the Jordanian gov- 
ernment's position towards Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO; Chairman Yasser Arafat’s 
visit to Cairo last Thursday. 

Mr. Badran said that it is not the 
appropriate lime to criticise or 
discuss the visit because details 
about the development have not 
been released yet. “The PLO cha- 
irman is the only person who can 
judge and evaluate the con- 
sequences and the benefits of his 
visit to Cairo." he-said. - 
Mr. Arafat’s visit to Egypt and 
his meeting with President Mub- 
arak ended six years of severed 
PLO-Egyptian relations caused 
by the late Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat’s visit to the Israeli- 
occupied Jerusalem in 1977 and 
the separate peace treaty that fol- 
lowed it. The Arafat- Mubarak 
meeting has drawn severe cri- 
ticism from radical Arab states' 


and Palestinian dissidents opp- 
osed to Mr. Arafat. 

Mr. Badran asserted that Jor-. 
dan will not be influenced at all by 
denunciations of the PLO cha- 
irman’s talks with the Egyptian 
president. “After all we do not 
know the motivations and even 
the pressures behind these ant- 
agonistic position towards Mr. 
Arafat’s visit to Cairo.” he said, in 
an apparent reference to the fact 
that four of the eight PLO factions 
are based in Damascus and their 
criticism of Mr. Arafat could have 
been motivated by the Syrian gov- 
ernment's pressure. 

Jordan’s position towards 
Egypt, the prime minister exp- 
lained. emanates from its concern 
to serve the Arab cause and to 
bring back Egypt to the Arab fold.’ 
“This position has been reiterated 
by His Majesty King Hussein dur-' 
ing the Fez Arab summit in 19X2 
and was reflected in the King’s 
meeting with Mr. Mubarak during 
the Non-Aligned Movement’s 
summit t in New Delhi earlier this’ 
year..’’ he said- 

A debate on Mr. Arafat's visit in 
which NCC members requested 
the cabinet to issue a statement on 
Jordan’s position rewards the 
development proceeded the prime 
minister's speech. 

NCC member Amin Shukyr 
said that the government' s silence 
that followed Mr. Arafat's visit. 


and Lhe way the news was pre- 
sented in the Jordanian media ind- 
icated “an endorsement of the 
pro-Camp David line that the 
PLO leadership seems to have int- 
entions to follow." 

Mr. Shukyr said that the silence 
might also reflect that the Jor- 
danian government does not have 
a position on the subject. But Mr. 
Badran. who expressed surprise at 
the member's speech, rejected the 
accusation and asserted that Jor- 
dan docs have an opinion. 

Other members who spoke on 
the subject also disagreed wiih 
Mr. Shukyr and said that it is pre- 
mature for the government to 
come out with a clear position as 
long as details and consequences 
of Mr. Arafat's step are not clear. 
This view was strongly advocated 
and endorsed by members Hani 
Abu Hijleh. Mamdouh Abadi and 
Taher Hikmat. Mr. Hikmat urged 
the council to stop discussions on 
the subject. 

During the debate, both Mr. 
Abu Hijleh and Dr. Faisal 
Kan'aan. who supported the step 
taken by Mr. Arafat, expressed 
the view that it did not constitute a 
drastic turn in the political course 
of the PLO. “The PLO has acc- 
epted the principle of a settlement 
through peace means" when it 
endorsed the Fez peace plan after 
the withdrawal of PLO troops 
from Beirut.” ‘they said. - •* 

• Dr. Kan'aan said that when the 
PLO accepted the Fez peace plan, 
it “had actually violated the Pal- 
estinian charter.” Article Seven of 
the Fez plan recognises the right of 
all countries of the area to exist 
which implies a recognition of Isr- 
ael. a point that sharply con- 
tradicts with the PLO charter 
which rejects the recognition of 
Israel. 



Egypt-Israel ties stalemated, Sa’id says 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Israel’s agg- . 
ressive policy towards Lebanon, 
the massacres in Sabra and Shatila 
Palestinian refugees camps last 
year, the Israeli settlement drive 
in the occupied territories and its 
attitude towards the dispute with 
Egypt on Taba Strip have had 
their negative impact on the Jew- 
ish states relations with Egypt, a 
senior Egyptian minister said 
Sunday. 

As a result of the Israeli pol- 
icy. Egyptian Minister of Eco- 
nomy and Trade Mustapha Kamel 
Sa'id said. Egyptian- Israeli trade 
relations are stalemated. 


Dr. Sa'id. sho left Jordan Sun- 
day after a six-day visit during 
which he held talks with His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, and senior Jordaniaa 
officials, also said that Egypt is 
working seriously towards imp- 
roving trade and economic ties 
with all Arab countries. Egypt, he 
said, “is committed to Arab int- 
erests and bases its policy and for-* 
eign relations on hs affiliation to 
the Arab Nation.” 

On reports quoting Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat as saying 
he favours the setting up of a 


Cairo-based Palestinian gov- 
ernment in exile. Dr. Sa’id said,” a 
decision in this concern has to be 
made by the Palestinian lea- 
dership itself.” 

Egypt is determined to support 
and strengthen the legitimate Pal- 
estinian leadership. Dr. Sa’id said, 
“and hence all decisions Egypt 
adopts are in compliance with this 
fact and are in line with the dec- 
lared Egyptian positions.” 

Egypt to open labour affairs office 
in Amman early January, page 3 


Israel reiterates rejection of Reagan plan 


TEL AVIV (R) — Last week’s 
meeting between Egyptian Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak and Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO; leader Yasser Arafat 
would do nothing to advance the 
Reagan peace plan. Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir said in an 
interview published Monday. 

“The American administration 
is mistaken if it thinks there is a 
chance the Arafat- Mubarak mee- 
ting will advance the Reagan 


plan.” Mr. Shamir told the Yed- 
ioth Ahronoth newspaper. 

The Reagan plan, introduced in 
September 1982, calls for Pal- 
estinian self-rule in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip in association with Jordan. 

Israel rejected the plan imm- 
ediately and Mr. Shamir said he 
had emphasised the Israeli pos- 
ition during a visit to Washington 
last month. 


He repeated Israel's opposition 
to negotiating with Mr. Arafat and 
the PLO and said no solution 
could be achieved in the Middle 
East “without negotiations with 
Israel or without its agreement.” 

Mr. Shamir said Israel's anger 
over U.S. support for the 
Mubarak- Arafat meeting would 
not interfere with strategic co- 
operation agreed upon last month 
between the two countries. 


Prime Minister Mudar Badran ((eft) addresses the regular session of the National Consultative Council 
Monday (photo by Yousef A! ‘Allan) 

Regent calls for citizens’ participation 
in shouldering national responsibilities 


1RBID (Petra) — His Royal Hig- 
hness Crown Prince Hassan. the 
Regent, said Monday that “the 
challenges facing us and the need 
to contain threats require full par- 
ticipation by the community in 
shouldering responsibilities.” 

In a speech at Yarmouk Uni- 
versity. Prince Hassan said His 
Majesty King Hussein’s call for 
restoring parliamentary life in 
Jordan does not confine public 
participation in political life but 
exceed that to public involvement 
in development, education and 
developing agriculture and the use 


of farming land on scientific basis. 

The Regent urged protection of 
farming land, an end to migration 
to cities by great number of cit- 
izens from rural areas and called 
for demographic redistribution in 
the country. 

“The economic difficulties cur- 
rently facing Jordan should not 
divert us from our basic goal of 
employing man and land in a bal- 
anced way.” he said, pointing out 
that a new formula is being app- 
lied for demographic distribution 
based on developing areas far 
from Amman. 


Prince Hassan said that Arab 
countries arc increasingly giving 
priority to their “narrow ind- 
ividual interests, and refraining 
from shouldering their res- 
ponsibilities. which is cou- 
nterposed on the other side by a 
planned expansionist sweep by the 
Zionist enemy.” 

“This sweep cannot be con- 
fronted and halted unless our cit- 
izen dings to his national com- 
mitment and soil.” the Regent 
added. 

Prince Hassan meets Irbid mun- 
icipal council members, page 3 


Heavy 

fighting 

in Beirut 


Arafat arrives in N. Yemen 


SANA’A (Agencies) — Pal- 
estinian leader Yasser Arafat and 
more than 1. 000 of his Fighters 
received a warm welcome Mon- 
day when they arrived at Hodeida 
on a ship which evacuated them 
from Lebanon, the Yemeni News 
Agency said. 

Mr. Arafat reached the North 
Yemeni Red Sea port four days 
after meeting Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak in Cairo for talks 
which caused an uproar in radical 
Arab states and among Pal- 
estinian dissidents. 

The Saudi Press Agency said 
lhe Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) leader later went 
to Sana'a. 240 kilometres from 
Hodeida. to meet North Yemeni 


President Ali Abdullah Saleh. 

Palestinian sources stud that 
\lr. Arafat, who left the north 
Lebanon port of Tripoli on Tue- 
sday after being besieged for six 
weeks by Syrian-backed PLO dis- 
sidents. would chair a meeting of 
the PLO’s Military Committee 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Arafat is expected re exp- 
lain the outcome of his talks with 
Mr. Mubarak, head of the only 
Arab state to sign a treaty with 
Israel, they said. 

In Cairo, the Middle East News 
Agency (MENAl reported from 
Sana'a that Mr. Arafat had pro- 
mised radical changes in the Pal- 
estinian approach re the Middle 
F.ast problem. 


^ The sources said a number of 
prominent Palestinian military 
leaders had arrived in Sana’a from 
Tunis for consultations with Mr. 
Arafat. 

Meanwhile. PLO deputy com- 
mander Khalil AI Wazir (Abu 
Jihad accompanied by the rest of 
the Palestinian fighters evacuated 
from Tripoli arrived in Algeria. 

A total of about 4.IMHJ fighters 
and their families were evacuated 
from north Lebanon. Some 5(H) of 
the fighters went to Iraq and the 
rest to Tunis and North Yemen. 
The Greek ship which carried Abu 
Jihad and the fighters also made a 
stop in the Tunisin port of Bcnzen 
where some of the forces dis- 
embarked. 


Jordan, Egypt sign protocol 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Egypt have signed a new protocol 
aimed at reviving economic tics 
between the two countries. 

“It signifies the resumption^ 
trade, economic and financial rel- 
ations between our two cou- 
ntries,” Egyptian Economy and 
Trade Minister Mustapha Kamel 
Sa’id declared after signing the 
document on Sunday. 

Trade and Industry Minister 
Walid Asfour, who signed for Jor- 
dan. said ” Egyptians are welcome 
in Jordan any time.” 

The protocol is the First to be 
concluded since 1 978, before Jor- 
dan and most other Arab gov- 
ernments imposed an economic 
and political boycott on Egypt for 
signing a separate peace treaty 
with Israel in 1979. 

The two ministers made no ref- 
erence to the boycott in their brief 
speeches, although Sa’id had ear- 
lier told reporters the signing of 


the protocol would mark the end 
of Jordan's boycott of Egypt. 

They also agreed to hold talks 
on opening a credit line to aid 
trade and economic exchange and 
to give Jordanians 51 per cent equ- 
ity in the Egyptian Arab Land 
Bank which operates in Jordan, he 
said. 

The protocol provides for 
duty-free exchange of national 
products between the two cou- 
ntries. on condition that they are 
supported by certificates of origin 
issued by related government 
departments on both sides, the 
Jordanian News Agency. Petra 
said. 

Products exchanged between 
the two countries are to be treated 


as local products with regard to 
consumer tax and production fees 
applied to them, according to the 
agreement. It also calls for ext- 
ending support for trade centres in 
both countries and organising fairs 
and exhibitions for introducing 
each country’s products to the 
consumer in the other. 

A joint Jordanian-Egypttan 
committee will hold annual mee- 
tings in Amman and Cairo alt- 
ernatively to follow up the imp- 
lementation of the protocol and 
sort out and solve problems that 
might obstruct its progress. The 
protocol will be considered hol- 
ding on a yearly basis and is ren- 
ewed automatically unless either 
party calls for its termination. 


BEIRUT (R) — Sh’ite Muslim mil- 
itiamen Nt W the Leb- 

anese army in Beirut suburbs 
Monday in some of the heaviest 
fighting Lebanon has seen since the 
June 1982 Israeli invasion, mil- 
itary sources said. 

Shells and rockets fired by mil- 
itias in hills east of Beirut slammed 
into several sectors of the capital 
and its suburbs as fighting between 
the army and Shi’ite gunmen spr- 
ead from the Palestinian refugee 
camp of Shatila, flash-point of the. 
clashes which erupted on Saturday 
night. 

State-run Beirut Radio said four 
people were killed and nine wou- 
nded in Monday's fighting, bri- 
nging the ton in three days of fig- 
hting to 24 dead and over 40 wou- 
nded. 

Military sources said the militias 
appeared to be massing troops on 
the eastern fringe of the battle 
zone. 

• Italian troops, who patrol the 
Palestinian refugee camps of Sabra 
and Shatila. were pinned down 
unable to move because of the int- 
ensity of the fighting, an Italian 
spokesman said. 

Four Italian soldiers of the 
^Multi-National Force (MNF) were 
wounded by shrapnel on Sunday 
before a short-lived ceasefire came 
into effect. 

Motorists sounding boras and 
pedestrians hurried to safety as the 
sound of explosions reverberated 
through the city. 

Some shells crashed into the 
mainly Christian neighbourhood 
of Ashrafiyeh and the mid-city line 
near the museum. 

At the airport, sources said one 
shell landed near the western run- 
way and the main airport road was 
shefled. Planes were stiO taking off 
though most passengers failed to 
turn up because of the hazardous 
journey to the airport. 

Residents in mainly Shi’ite slum 
neighbourhoods in the southern 
suburbs huddled in basements, 
caught in the crossfire of rocket- 
propelled grenades, mortars and 
machine-guns. 

The southern suburbs are a 
stronghold of the Shi’ite Muslim 
“Ama!” (hope) militia headed by 
Nabifa Bern hut other private arm- 
ies such as the Communist militia 
pnd Islamic fundamentalists also 
operate there. 

An AmaJ statement said it had 
nothing to do with the clashes. 

Fighting erupted on Saturday 
when the Lebanese army took over 
two positions in Shatila vacated by 
French units of the MNF. Italian 
military sources said Monday the 
army still held the posts. 

The Lebanese army re imposed 
control over the greater Beirut 
area last September but did not 
attempt to force its way into the 
southern suburbs. 

The Shi’ites are determined not 
to allow the army into Shatila and 
tighten its cordon around the 
suburbs. 

An Italian spokesman said his 
troops briefly held the two pos- 
itions but later handed them over 
to tile Lebanese army because they 
were outside the Italian zone. 


Jackson to visit Syria 
seeking pilot’s release 


CHICAGO (R) — Democratic 
presidential candidate Jesse Jac- 
kson says he has accepted an inv- 
itation from the Syrian gov- 
ernment to visit Damascus to dis- 
cuss Lhe release of a captured U.S. 
navy pilot. 

Mr. Jackson said in a statement 
released Sunday the invitation 
came after he sent the Syrian gov- 
ernment a telegram requesting the 
release of Lieutenant Robert 
Goodman, a flier shot down over 
Syrian positions in Lebanon on 
Dec. 4. 

The invitation was made by the 
Syrian ambassador to Was- 
hington. Rafic Jouejati. 

Syria has threatened to hold 
Lt. Goodman until American 
forces are removed from Leb- 
anon. 

“Somebody has to break the 


ice.” Mr. Jackson said. **We are 
involved in an undeclared, una- 
uthorised war and we need to 
move to the negotiating table 
away from the battlefield.’’ 

Mr. Jackson, a Baptist minister, 
will leave for Syria on Wednesday 
and arrive on Thursday by way of 
Athens, according to an aide, who 
said the candidate would receive a 
briefing from the State Dep- 
artment before he departs. 

The aide said Mr. Jackson 
would be accompanied by other 
American clergymen of various 
faiths. 

A State Department spo- 
kesman in Washington declined 
comment on the invitation. 


Jackson urges withdrawal of Mar- 
ines from Lebanon, page 4 


Andropov absent from 
top-level Soviet meeting 


MOSCOW (R) — Ailing Soviet 
President Yuri Andropov failed to 
attend a meeting of the Com- 
munist Party Central Committee 
Monday, fuelling rumours that 
serious illness may force him to 
step down in the near future. 

The .official news agency TASS 
said a report by Mr. Andropov 
was read out to the plenum. 

“Yuri Andropov expressed his 
deep regret that because of some 
temporary causes he was not able 
to attend the session of the ple- 
num.” TASS said. 

Senior western diplomats said 
Mr. Andropov's failure to attend 
Monday's meeting suggested he 
might also not attend Wed- 
nesday's session of lhe Supreme 
Soviet, the country’s parliament of 
which Mr. Andropov is president. 

“This must raise very con- 


siderable doubts about how much 
longer he can cany on in the top 
job.” one said. 

Mr. Andropov. 69. has not been 
seen in public for over four 
months now and his physical ind- 
isposition has been officially adm- 
itted. though as nothing more than 
. a chill. 

But after he missed the tra- 
ditional Nov. 7 Red Square par- 
ade there was no doubt in the 
minds of most Soviet citizens as 
well as Western Kremlinotogisis 
that he was seriously ill, leading to 
speculation that he would not long 
remain party leader. 

Some authoritative observers 
noted, however, that although Mr. 
Andropov was not present at 
Monday’s meeting several' men 
considered to be his supporters 
were advanced in position. 


South Africa 
warns Angola 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — South 
Africa's state-controlled radio 
warned Angola Monday that a 
confrontation with Pretoria's for- 
ces would amount to self- 
destruction. 

The South African defence 
force said on Friday that Angolan 
troops had killed five of its soldiers 
during an operation in southern 
Angola against South West Africa 
People's Organisation (SWAPO) 
guerrillas. 

SWAPO has been fighting a 
sporadic bush war- for 1 7 years 
against South Africa. 

Related stories on page 8 
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Christmas pays 
Bethlehem a visit 

BETHLEHEM, Occupied West Bank (R) — The 
Latin patriarch returned to his See In Jerusalem, 
pilgrims said a final prayer at shepherds field, and 
local residents reclaimed their town Sunday as Chr- 
istmas celebratidhs in Bethlehem drew to a close. 

The hundreds of Israeli police hlehem. up 5<> per cent on Iasi 
who stood sniper guard on roo- year. 

ftops and patrolled the streets in At a reception. Mr. Frcij told 
full battle dress were nowhere to Israeli Defence Minister Moshe 
be seen as the remaining tourists Arens that now was the time for 
visited the medieval Church of the Israelis. Palestinians, and Jor- 
Nativity and snacked in the winter danians to open talks on the future 
sunshine. of the occupied territories. 

Just after dawn workers cleared Speaking in Arabic. Mayor 
manger square of bottles and Chr- Elias Frcij said the Palestinians 
istmas tinsel Jell by thousands of had lived on the West Bank for 
pilgrims who listened to the tra- generations and deserved their 
ditional midnight mass and the own identity, 
square resumed its normal mun- \1r. Arens, who received a whi- 

dane function as a parking lot. spered translation ol Mr. Freij' s 
Security was tight inside the remarks as the mayor spoke, rcs- 
austere St. Catherine’s church ponded by telling local dignitaries 
where some l.5i»fi pilgrims lis- at the reception hat he and Freij 
tened to the Latin Patriarch of did not always agree on politics. 
Jerusalem. Monsignor Giacomo -■ I am sure you will not be sur- 
Beltritti. conduct the midnight prised if 1 tell you that when I Freij 
mass. and 1 1 talk politics, there are some 

He then said a special prayer at things we agree on and there are 
the candlc-lit grotto of the nat- many things that we don't agree 
ivity. where tradition says Mary on.” he said, 
gave birth to Jesus. Mr. Arens added that any dis- 

Bcthlehem Mayor Elias Freij. agreements had to be solved b> 
originally worried that there “discussion, goodwill and trying to 
would be a small turnout this year, understand one another.” 
said this was “a wonderful Chr- Mr. Arens said he hoped his 
istmas". presence was an omen of imp- 

The tourism ministry said some msement in relations between 
12.1HIO pilgrims came to Bet- Christians. Muslims and Jews. 


‘ We are moving on,’ State Department says 


Iran takes action as 
expelled diplomats arrive 


I'HI IRAN 1 R 1 - Three Iranian 
diplomats expelled from France 
arrived home Monday protesting 
about their treatment by French 
authorities, the national news 
agency IRNA reported. 

Iran Sunday retaliated for the 
expulsions by giving three French 
embassy stall 24 hours to leave the 
country. The embassy has dec- 
lined comment on the move and it 
is not clear who the three stall are 
nr when they will leave Tehran. 

The agency quoted one of the 
expelled Iranian diplomats. First 
Secretary Mohammad Ali Dashti. 
as saying French police had det- 
ained him and another diplomat 
and searched their briefcases in 
violation ol diplomatic reg- 
ulations. 

It quoted another diplomat, 
whom it did not name, as saying 
France had spread "false all- 
egations that a so-called terrorist 
group had arrived Irom Iran to 
commit massacres and thus blur 
Christmas festivities.” 

Relations between Tehran and 
Paris have been near breaking 
point for months because of 
French support for Iraq against 
Iran in the 3‘J-monih-old Gulf 
war. 

Since July. Iran has closed a 
French government commercial 
office, a language teaching school 
and an archaeology institute. 

France replied with Friday’s 
decision to close an Islamic cul- 


tural centre in Paris and expel the 
three Iranians. 

The French external relations 
ministry said France intends rep- 
lacing three of its diplomats who 
have been served expulsion orders 
by the authorities in Tehran. 

A spokesman said France saw- 
no link between the Iranian gov- 
ernment’s action and last week’s 
French decision to close the Ira- 
nian Islamic centre in Paris and 
order Ttliree Iranian officials to 
leave.- 

Meanwhile, a man telephoned a 
Western news agency in Tehran 
claiming to speak lor an Armenian 
guerrilla group. He made a 
vaguely-worded threat against 
French interests. 

The man. saying he represented 
the Armenian Secret Army for the 
Liberation of Armenia! ASALA). 
protested that four Armenians, 
arrested after the Turkish emb- 
assy in Paris was occupied briefly 
in i ws ( . had recently been put in 
solitary confinement. 

“If the French regime by these, 
terrorist means or in any other 
way helps Turkish fascism, we will 
make it understood what disaster 
they will face.” he said. 

In July and August, another 
Armenian guerrilla organisation, 
the Orly group, claimed res- 
ponsibility for a series of bomb 
attacks on French targets in Teh- 
ran. 


Following is the transcript of a sen- 
ior U.S. State Department official's 
background briefing entitled 
" Yearender ; the Middle East - a 
year in review at the Washington . 
Foreign Press Centre. 

The ropic is a yearned review of 
the Middle East. 

Since the time is limited, on the 

initial go-around. I would like to 
limit each journalist to one que- 
stion and one followup, to begin. 
Question: Rafael Khalis. Kuwait 
news agency. KUNA. 

Last year, like now. we were 
talking with enthusiasm about the 
Reagan plan, how it was still alive 
and kicking and etcetera. We 
know- what has happened in bet- 
ween. so many things, so many 
setbacks. If you were to look — 
put yourself in December of next 
year, where would you see the 
United States initiatives would be 
heading? How much would you 
have hoped to accomplish in Leb- 
anon. and in other pans, knowing 
the difficulties that we arc facing 
right now? 

Answer: Well, last year at this 
time the Reagan plan was not only- 
alive and kicking, but it was just 
born. So it should have been kic- 
king. 

Next year. I think we should be 
able to look ahead to progress in 
Lebanon, progress on the — pro- 
gress having been achieved in 
Lebanon and having been ach- 
ieved towards the Reagan plan. 

As you know, the president has 
-always said that this was a 
plan that was not set in concrete. 

It was a set — it was our position 
and it was the best position he felt 
could be devised. The most rea- 
listic. practical programme, for a 
diplomatic strategy in the Near 
East. And frankly, we’ve seen 
nothing come over the horizon in 
the area from any other source 
since Sept. I. 19*2. That came 
near to the Reagan plan as a pra- 
ctical programme for moving all of 
the parties ahead. 

Some plans offered, perhaps, 
greater apparent openings and 
promisers of gains to some of the 
parties. But our attitude is that 
you’ve got to find a programme, 
develop a programme, that while 
it’s always going to fall short of they 
aspirations of -any .single party'', 
does offer a balanced programme 
for progress. 

Specifically on Lebanon, when 1 
studied in — first studied the Ara- 
bic language many years ago I was 
told that one of the sayings in (he 
Koran was that the age of pro- 
phecy has ended, and it’s been a 
wisdom that I’ve tried to rem- 
ember ever since. 

1 would go a little bit out on the 
limb that a condition of such great 
volatility and instability should 
not be tolerated by the Lebanese, 
by their neighbours; or by powers 
outside of the area. It need not be 
tolerated, and something can be 
done about it. to lower the tem- 
perature in Lebanon and to get dhe 
different factions working tog- 
ether. to get more than effective 
working relationships with the 
immediate neighbours. Syria and 
Israel, in order to help that cou- 
ntry pick itself up out of the debris 


and rubble of the civil war. and 
take the first steps towards res- 
toring national unity. 

Very hard job 

It’s going to be a very hard job. 
\\ e have no. 1 can assure you. no 
unreasonable expectations. But a 
year from now I personally am 
confident that it’s going to be a 
situation of greater calm, that we 
will have moved towards better 
understanding, seen belter und- 
erstandings both within Lebanon 
and between Lebanon and us nei- 
ghbours. 

Question: To be more specific, 
do you have any reason to believe 
as a result of the discussions that 
the special envoy, ^lr. Rumsfeld, 
held in Damascus, that there is a 
change in the Syrian position? We 
are led to believe otherwise, see- 
ing as there is no reconvening of 
the Geneva conference for rec- 
onciliation. and it appears that 
they still adhere to the May 1 7th 
agreement. In fact, there are 
comments coming out of Dam- 
ascus that indicate that the sit- 
uation is further complicated by 
the recent Israeli -U.S. strategic 
accord. 

Is there any basis for a change, 
as far as your information is con- 
cerned? 

Answer: Well, you caught my 
attention when you said that Syria 
still adheres to the May! 7th agr- 
eement. Would that were true by 
the end of next year we’d be in 
very great shape. 

Specifically on reconvening 
Genet a. Geneva T wo. w hates cr. I 
think we have to be careful not to 
assume that there was a set date 
which has now been set aside. I 
know- there was a lot ot talk, about 
a week ago. Ifi days ago. that there 
would be Geneva Two just before 
Christmas. I think that date was — 
a date was discussed in that tim- 
clramc. But there never was any 
agreement among any of the par- 
ties to hold it at that particular 
time on the calendar. 1 think some 
ot the Lebanese participants, for 
purely personal reasons, just 
found that was not the time they 
wanted to be outside of the cou- 
ntry. 

. So, w hile we do riot have. yet. a 
Specific Slate, the best daie»A-c 
know is that the three foreign min- 
isters would meet again after the 
new year. So. it’s not as if there 
was a conference built up which 
collapsed or — because it just 
hadn’t reached that point in time. 
They’re still negotiating on dates. 

I’m sorry, the other part of our 
question 0 

Question: The Syrian position. 

Answer: Well. I don’t want to 
characterise ambassador Rum- 
sfeld’s talks in Damascus, or rea- 
lly. in any of the capitals. 1 don’t 
think that that is going to be hel- 
pful to his mission. He has a strong 
pledge of confident iality in each of 
his talks. So, it really isn't for me to 
lift the veil there. 

This was his second trip to 
Damascus. It did provide the occ- 
assion for extensive meetings with 
the foreign minister of Syria, Mr. 
Khaddam. and the occasion to lay 
out on both sides all of the con- 


cerns. all of the pieces of the puz- 
zle. if you will, that is the problem 
of Lebanon today. 

Question: Uzi Benjamin. 
Ha’areu daily. Tel Aviv. 

^Couid you give us. please, some 
W^wfiat you consider, you in the 
administration, as a total collapse 
in Lebanon that is one of the con- 
ditions the president mentioned 
for the withdraw al of the Marines? 
Yesterday the White House spo- 
kesman mentioned the failure of 
broadening the government 
would be considered as a total col- 
lapse. Is it really the idea of the 
administration? 

Answer: Yes. I'm aware of the 
exchange at the White House yes- 
terday, and it may well be that this 
question is treated at the White 
House again today. We'll see. 

If you read the way particularly 
(he Post, f think it was. developed 
the story, you started with the sta- 
tement that a lack of progress on 
national reconciliation would 
equal collapse, which would equal 
the need to pull out the Marines. 
Then it was clarified that this was a 
judgmental question and basically 
wc look to the president's sta- 
tement of December 1 4th at his 
press conference as the guidelines 
there. 

The president used the word 
"collapse” as he said himself, in a 
hypothetical situation. If there 
were — and I don’t have the exact 
words, but — if there were a total 
collapse and there were no order? 
whatsoever, something like that, 
then there would be no point in 
having the Marines there. 

Buf he underlined two or three 
times (hat was a very carefully — 
about three subjunctive verbs in 
the same sentence — so no. the 
administration does not equate a 
failure at national reconciliation 
with the need to withdraw the 
Marines from Lebanon. 

Question: Samir Kharam. Ei 
Khafar of Lebanon. 

Answer; During the whole year 
of ’S3, in order to be confined to 
the framework of the background, 
let me say during the first IU 
months of the ’S3 year. Lebanon 
had been in the eye of the storm. 
Now during the last two months 
Syria is being very much in the eye 
of the; storm, without LSbariari'' 
gaining any progress towards- 1 
peace or towards reconciliation. - 

What are your expectations for 
’#4? There are some people who 
believe that maybe some other 
Arab country will be the eye of the 
storm in the comingyear. and Jor- 
dan is very much a possibility for 
that. 

Answer: I’m not quite sure what 
you mean. sir. by being in the eye 
— that Syria is now in the eye of 
the storm instead of Lebanon. 1 
mean Lebanon has — 

Question: Not necessarily. 1 
said without Lebanon gaining any 
progress in its crisis. Syria is being 
in the focus now as the main pro- 
blem for the United States in the 
Middle East. 

Answer: WelL the main pro- 
blem for the United States in the 
Middle East is not Syria. It's the 
re -activation of the peace process. 
You know, again, as you say. “let’s 
pull back and talk about the year 


’S3.” and heaven knows, king bef- 
ore that, the administration has 
had three main goals in the Middle 
East: The goal of a just and com- 
prehensive peace, which will take 
into account the legitimate rights, 
and the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people as well as Isr- 
ael's right to exist behind secure 
and defensible borders: Defence 
of the region against direct Soviet 
aggression or Soviet subversion: 
And Fd say the continuing dev- 
elopment of economic ties bet- 
ween various states of the region 
and the United States. 

The problem of Lebanon which 
has gripped us all very, very much, 
and you as representing your 
paper and coming from that cou- 
ntry. 1 think, can appreciate living 
here in Washington what amount 
of focus has been placed on Leb- 
anon by the administration, we 
place that focus in an effort to 
lower the temperature so that we 
can gel to the real problem of the 
Middle East, which is the peace 
process and how to work out the 
question of secure and defensible 
borders and the solution of the 
Palcsti n ianq uest ion. 

I don’t think anyone works with 
the idea that the problems of Leb- 
anon are solvable within the bor- 
ders of Lebanon. Thai’s why we 
do try to pursue a strategy which 
touches bases in all of the regional 
capitals and attempts to coo- 
rdinate and orchestrate our efforts 
with those who are seriously int- 
erested in moving towards peace. 

So — but moving to Jordan, 
again connect ion — what was your 
question about Jordan? 

Question: What I had in mind 
with my question was that Jordan 
may play, in the next months to" 
come, a’ role that's expected by 
this administration to having the 
mandate of the Palestinians and 
other Arab countries, or maybe 
Jordan w ill be a victim of another 
aggression by the Israelis in order 
to put an end to the Palestinian 
problem on the West Bank. 

Two possibilities 

There arc two possibilities. 
Hmv do you see things to come, if I 
may ask? - - 

Z Answer ^^elL'^it 5 s been oar 
-hope, a hopw'ihat was certainly set 
back last April, a hope that a way 
could be lound between King 
Hussein and chairman Arafat to 
allow the king to move forward 
into the peace process, rep- 
rcsentating. with credible Pal- 
estinian support, that entire aspect 
of the peace process. We fee! that 
they came very close to an und- 
erstanding in April and it was a 
source of very great dis- 
appointment to us and to many, 
both in the area and in other cou- 
ntries. 1 know particularly in Eur- 
ope. that those talks foundered 
when the chairman could not get 
the backing of the Fateh and the 
central — or his executive com- 
mittee. 

The king also, of course, had 
always made explicit his need for 
backing from the moderate states 
as well as from the PLO. In the 
event he didn't feel he had the 
backing by them to move ahead. 


Question: Usama Saida. Kab- 

letz. Saudi Arabia. 

Answer: At the end of this ywf 
it seems to me that all you are able 
to do is to express hopes for the 
new year. 

Answer: Well, this is the season 
everybody's supposed to express 
hope, at this time ot ycarr. 

Question: Well, apart from the 
holiday spirit, realistically spe- 
aking. what can the president do m 
an election year, except probably 
to pull the Marino out of Leb- 
anon? 

Answer- The president has got 
thousands nf things he’s going to 
do during an election year. 

There is a conviction, sir. and 
it's altoget her too easily made that 
about Nov. 7th ot the year before 
the actual election all sensible and 
awkaward. rather awkward, dip- 
lomatic issues nave to be avoided 
because the presi Jen: can’ i face an 
electorate in a controversial per- 
iod. where prestige is involved, 
where if he is preceived to be los- 
ing it’s going to cost him votes at 
the convention, later ai the polls. 

U just isn't the case. I think 
Shultz, when he made that speech 
in Atlanta about five weeks ago. 
made the comment about — that 
whoever said that pursuit of peace 
is bad politics, or something like 
that. Pursuit of peace is going to 
get you into controversy, and God 
knows, in the Near East it gets you 
into more controversy than most 
any other place in the world. 

Bui there is no slackening of 
energy or of the various ind- 
ividuals engaged in the adm- 
inistration. or of the adm- 
inistration as a whole, in trying tn 
activate the gameplan. the peace 
process, which is — were summed 
up in the Reagan initiatives. 

We can’t do it by ourselves, the 
autonomy talks, for instance, with 
Egypt. IsraeL and the United Sta- 
les. had effectively run their cou- 
rse. There has to be further Arab 
negotiator at the (able, and the 
way has to be found to help create 
the conditions in which that neg- 
otiator can step forward. 

B ut with all of the problems and 
the controversies that surround 
the peace process, 1 really can ass- 
ure you there’s no concern in the 
White House that that is risky pol- 
itici.anJtHat they should just rest 
- we should ail just rest on our 
oars here, throughout the coming 
1 1 months until the election is saf- 
ely past. 

Basically there is a reality out 
there . It can’t last like it is. We’ve 
all noticed, watched. Lebanon 
slide further and Further into a cri- 
sis situation and a chaotic sit- 
uation. You can’t jus: walk away 
from — we know- we can’t just 
walk away from the problem, be it 
ol Lebanon or the more general 
Middle East situation. 

Question: A followup. All this 
talk about an Arab negotiation, a 
further Arab negotiation, but it 
seems to be that the Arabs are 
now alienated by this new special 
relationship between the United 
States and Israel. Which Arab 
leader? King Hussein? 

Last week he expressed his 
doubt that he would be coming to 
negotiations. 


■AjiwenAs I vihL ihafiaqae-’ 
sawm that the king is goa^to bt 
arKwerinc himself- bK&fgJtl&e 
jfutp. if* hard to imagine 
else stepping forward. Blit itaf* « 
simple lessen in geography.- • 

Let me just comment, though, 
oh the other — your perm about 
'’because of the new specie! ndh 
tf kinship”, J think ever since I first 
came into contact with Near Eaa- 
tens a&uvs. U« term ''special rel- 
ationship” was applied to the 
Iwaeli-U^. relationship, and that 
goes back — my first contact was 
'5k. ft goes back to The founding of 
the stale 'its Israel. 

It is not a new special, rel- 
ationship Jfs a v ery close tHwuaa 
imimate one. It has aspects to it 
that wc share and »c work on with 
other countries in Lhe area, with 
several Arab counsfwv. and *c arc • 
working for the closest reJ- - 
atkmships between Waslfingtnij 
and the moderate Arab countries. 

The point that wax very much* 
emphasised during the time of the 
v isit ol the prime mmisicf ot Israel 
is that. 

So it’s no! a brand new rel- 
ationship in any sense of the word. 

Shamir's visit 

Question: Well Hlitzcr of (he 
Jerusalem Post. 

Shamir visit? What speccfic 
changes, if any. have taken place 
in the L'.S.-israch relationship 
thai you sec as an outgrowth of all 
the ialk of a closer strategic coo- 
peration. and what further cha- 
nges would you anticipate, in the 
immediate weeks ahead * 

Answer: I think what caught 
attention, particularly during The 
v bh . was the decision to set up the 
join! political- military group. 
That group will meet: has not met. 
Its members on both antes are now 
established, and- that will meet, 
we're looking at mid-January. It’s 
in that context that discussions wifi 
he carried out a little more str- 
uctured. a little more formalised 
discussions, about the U.S.-' Israeli 

• — about U 5.- Israeli cixvperafion. 

We' v e had continuing talks with 
the government or terse! about the 
situation in Lebanon, about the 
situation m Syria as regards (he 
Soviet input of 4%;eajvmryitf Syria 

• WerJ don’t wapt to.eiiher, 'having 
read certain press notices m the 
Jerusalem press. 1 don’t want to go 
down either as saying there’s not- 
hing new. or there’s everything 
new. It’s kind of a fine line in 
there. 

The newness is the structure, 
which will come into ploy in the 
talks in January. Those talks - 
and that will be a inrum such as wc 
have with, certainly aspect of it. 
with certainly aspect of it. wiih 
certain Arab countries.- Like if it’s 
going to discuss military- exercises, 
we have military exercises today 
with Egypt. We’ve had ihem lor 
the last two vears. I believe. Brieht 
Star. 

We have semi-annual dis- 
cussions on military supply issues 
with Saudi Arabia and with Jor- 
dan. This will be an attempt to 
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BALLET 

■ Ballet Theatre Du Silence perform at 
the Royal Cultural Centre at *:(Hl p.m. 

EXHIBITION 

* Orientalists' paintings, ai the Alia Art 
Gallery. 

ABC NEWS 

* Ai the American Centre at 4:U0 and 
7;(N> p.m. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre TeL 6611)26/7 

American Centre - 44371 

American Centre Library .... — 4152(1 

British Council 36147-8 

French Cultural Cenne 371KW 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre... — .. 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Am Centre - — 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667i8i 

Y.W.C.A. - - 41793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library ..... 36111 
University of Jordan Library M35S5 
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FoUMre Mat a m: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years okL Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4ih to tRih 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5 
pun. Year-round. TeL 5176U. 

Jordan Arctnedbgfcri Mwb: Has an 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. JabaJ AI OaTa ICHadet Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
( Fridays and official holidays 10.0(1 a.m. 
4.00 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National CaBery: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary L- ih: artists 
flora Host of the Muslim countrim and a 
coded ion of paintings by 19tb Century 
Orientalist artists. Muntazah. Jsbal 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 ajg. 


1-30 p.m. and 3 JO p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 3U12K. 

Martyr*' Memorial (hOBtary Mum-ami: 
CoOeaion of military memorabilia dar- 
ing from the Arab Recoil of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
p.m. Closed Saturdays. TeL 

664240. 

Popular LUe at Jordan Museum: 100 lo 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.ra. - 5.u0 p-m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 37169. 
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Uooa Amman Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday ai the Tyche 
Hotel, i J30 p-m- 

Lions PbBaddpHa Chb. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday ai 
the A mman Marriott Hotel. I JO p.ra. 
PUsddpUa Rotary Ctnb. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary dab. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Imcrecrnaneraal Hotel. 2.00 p-m. 
Royal AntamoMe Gab. JabaJ Amman. 
'Eighth Circle. TeL K1S261. 
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St- Joaeph Church (Roman Catholic) 
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Jabal Hussein. 661757. 
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eemer) Jabal A mm a n . 41559. 
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Ashrafieh. 71751. 
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Frankfurt Damascus (LH) 

Baghdad (RJ) 


DEPARTURES; 


Cairo (RJ) 

Beirut (RJl 

Damascus tRJl 

Damascus. Frankfurt (LH) 

... Aqaba (RJ) 

Cairo (EAj 

Beirut (MEA) 

Tripoli I RJl 

..... Cairo, Tunis (Tunisian Air} 

Vienna. New York IRI) 

Athens. Copenhagen (RJ) 

Catos (RJ) 

Riyadh. Dhahraa (Saudia) 

Rome, Madrid (RJ) 

Lanmca I RJ) 

Cairo (EA) 

Kuwait (KAC) 

Kuwait. Dhahran (RJ) 

Cairo (EA) 

Baghdad (RJ) 


2ft39 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

2639 Cairo (RJl 

21:36 Bangkok (RJ I 

•2*5 Cairo (EA) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local seBibuy rates in fils 

Belgian franc - 66-2 1 66.6 

Dutch guilder ..._. I2W 12U.7 

Egyptian guinea ..... — 322J< 326.7 

French franc 44.1 f 44.4 

Iraqi dinar 376.7/ 3X33 

Italian lire (for IU0) 22.1 > 223 

Japanese yen (for UJU) — 159' 16U 

Kuwaiti dinar 1271/ 12753 

Ifh MM* lira 6u< 70 

Omani riyal 1075/ 1UHU 

Qatari riyal 102/ 102.4 

Saudi riyal IU7.I? 107.6 

Swedish crown .... 43.9' 462. 

Swiss franc 16R.W 169.9 

Syrian lira „ , — ................. 57' 58 J 

DAE dirham - 101.3' 102 

U JC. sterling pound 332.7/ 335.9 

DJS. dollar - 372/ 374 

W. German mark 134.7/ 1353 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It wiD be partly cloudy, with nor- 
thwesrerty moderate winds. Probably, 
there will be fog in (he mor nin g. In 
Aqaba, winds win be northerly mod- 
erate and seas calm. 

Lowtftigh temperature in deg.C. 
Amman S/IQ 

— 9/19 . 

Drierts 3/11 

Jordan valley ... ............. UP! 7 

Y esterd ay's high temperatures; 
Aaaum R, Aqaba 16. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 85 per can. Aqaba 55 
percent. 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance - «... iy3. 751 II 

Rrsiaid. Tire, police I9y 

Bktod bank 75121 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters ..... 22090-3 

Police rescue 192. 21111. 37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-2 

Electric Power Co 363HI-2 . 

Municipal water service 71125-K 

Queen Alia Ini. Airport .. (OK) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. KI38I3-32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amman 442K1-4 
Akileh Maternity. J. Amman _ 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Malhas. J. Amman 36140 

Palestine. Shmeisare 664171-4 

Shmeisaai Hospital .... 669131 

University Hospital M5843 

Dar AFShifa. J. Hussein 66715K- 

AJLMuasber Hospital 667227-v 

The Islamic. Abdali 665292 

AFAhli. Abdali 664164 

Italian. AFMuhajreen 77101-3 

AI-Baahir. J, Ashrafieh 75111 

Army. Marin — 91611 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Ibrahim KbaJce! 
56294 


Dr. Yousef Santmour 256** 

Nayroukh pharmacy 23672 

University pharmacy 44554 

AI Safaa' pharmacy 74H5*j 

AI Sayed pharmacy 43611 

AI Ja'fari pharmacy 72676 

Ned taxi — 44433 

Grand Palace ijju 6671179 

Medical Cny Uxi N13WI3 

Faisal taxi Z2U31 

Rashted Uxi 22023 

Trial tax: 25051 


1R2HD 

Dr. Hama ■Anaqri 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mahmoud AbdaRah Abu Mahfouz 

GENERAL 

Jordan Televisjciii 73111 

Radio Jordan 7*1 It 

Ministry of Tourism ..-^, 42311- 

Howl eaapMMS 666412 

Rrfoe complaints 661 176 

Telephone: 

Information ___ jj 

Jordan ond Middlc Ent crib hj 

Overseas crib .; 17 

Coble or telegram ” ix 

Repair service j| 


MARKET PRICES 


Upper /lower price 
Apple (Double Red) ..... 

Apple (Golden I 

Apple (Sunken) 

Apple (Smith) 

Apple (focal) 

Banana 

Banana (Mnkammori 
Beam 


Carrot 

Cauliflower (while; 

£ t3cna *er(large) 

Cucumber (small) 



Eggplant (large) 

EOPtefo (mall) 


in fib per kg. 

— 32U / 2H0 
3211 •• 2M> 

— 320 '28U 

2211 * 18U 

220 ! ISO 

■— 27U - 220 
...» 230 / 200 

230<2OO 

...... 60/ 40 

— 110/ 80 

.....100' 70 

— 170' 140 
.... 300/ 200 
..... ISO 1 15CT 

—.100/ so 

160/130 

— 400/300 

— 360/ 320 


Grapes MUte) 

Grapes (bfock) 

Gmpefrtai 

Gums — J" 

Lnui 

Marrow (and) 

Mallow 

Ofrres 

Qofoa (dry) -. !' • 

.Okra 

Oranges (AJw Sant) 


.. — 700 ' 600 
— 7W f 608 
. — : — ! 10 J W 

400(300 

1»/HS 

~ «u- 96 

428/lW 


Jaw 

JcppwUweet) 

l e PP er (rot great) „„ 

Poutocs 

Tomatoes » — 


— 

140 

180/330 
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Christian community 
celebrates Christmas 


AMMAN (Petra) - The Chr- 
istian community m Jordan Sun- 
day celebrated Christmas. On the 
occasion, which was confined to 
holding religious rituals, Roman 
Catholic. Bishop Salim Al Sa'igh 
said the Holy Church invites us to 
restore bridges of compassion and 
peace with God and those around 
us. 

Christ’s peace. Bishop Sa’igh 
said, is first and foremost man's 
peace with God. which cannot be 
realised except through refrain 
£rom! error and return to the vir- 
tuous commands of our creator. 

Today’s world is that of material 
and industrial advancement, sme- 
ared by moralistic deterioration 
and terrifying rebellion against 
God's laws and instructions, which 
leads to a state of emotional ins- 
tability and continuous yearning 


for unattainable peace, the bishop 
said. 

“Christ’s genuine peace is that 
of man's peace with his brothers, 
which is dependent on his peace 
with God and His Com- 
mandments. teaching us justice, 
compassion and brotherhood. 
Those who do not abide by the law 
of God find it easy to do others 
injustice, where members nf the 
one family get lost in moral chaos 
and wars among communities and 
nations break out." Bishop Sa’igh 
added. * 

The Roman Catholic Bishop 
. wished well to all Christians on the 
occasion, prayed God for peace in 
the area and protection of the sta- 
bility enjoyed by the Jordanians 
under the guidance of His Majesty 
King Hussein. 


Badran: Agents’ names 
mandatory in local tenders 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Min- 
ister Mudar Badran has urged 
government bodies to ensure that, 
local agents for foreign companies 
undertaking projects in Jordan, 
should be specified in all doc- 
uments for Lenders and purchase 
invoices exceeding JD 1.000. 

In a statement issued Sunday, 
Mr. Badran said that ministries, 
government departments, public 
sector institutions and the Armed 


Forces have been awarding ten- 
ders with high-amount to foreign 
companies without any mention of 
these companies' local agents' 
names. 

This leads to a great loss of inc- 
ome tax and social service rev- 
enues from commissions attained 
by local agents, and part of which 
should go to the treasury, the sta- 
tement said. 


Jordanian, Iraqi ministers 
discuss educational ties 


AMMAN (Petra) — Iraqi min- 
ister of education Abdul Qader 
Ezzeddin Sunday held talks with 
Ministerof Education Dr. Sa'id A1 
Tal. during his stopover at Queen 
Alia International Airport, on 
ways of strengthening cultural aDd 
educational relations between the 
two countries. 

In a statement to the Jordanian 
News Agency. Petra. Mr. Ezz- 
eddin. who was on his way back to 
Baghdad from Tunisia, described 
the relations between the two 
countries in ail fields as excellent 
and affirmed that educational and 


cultural relations between Jordan 
and Iraq are of an outstanding 
importance. 

He also praised Jordan's nat- 
ional and true stands to support 
Iraq in its just war against Iran. 

"There are continuous contacts 
and co-ordination between the 
Ministries of Education in the two 
countries in international con- 
ferences and forums. Mr. Ezz- 
eddin added. 

The Iraqi minister was received 
at the airport by Dr. Tal. senior 
ministry officials and the Iraqi 
ambassador in Amman. 


Ministry bans surveys 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry 
of Interior has issued a statement 
prohibiting companies, instituions 
and other organisations to con- 
duct statistical surveys for obt- 
aining information of any sort. 

This is the exclusive work of the 
‘ Department of Statistics, the sta- 
tement said. Adding that the org- 


anisations wishing to conduct sur- 
veys should first obtain approval 
of the Department of Statistics. 

The public is advised not to give 
away any information to teams 
conducting surveys unless the 
team's members bear special cards 
issued to them by the Department 
of Statistics, the statement said. 


Professional translator wanted 

The Jordan Times requires a part-time Arabic to English tra- 
nslator to do afternoon and early evening shifts. Translations 
mainly cover local news and advertisements. Salary commensurate 
with experience and efficiency. For appointments please call Elia 
NasraDah, Saturday, Sunday. Tuesday, Wednesday afternoons 
until 9 p.m. Tel: 666328/666265 Amman. 


Chinese team visits Queen 
Alia Heart Institute 


AMMAN (Petra) — The visiting 
Chinese medical team Sunday vis- 
ited the Queen Alia Heart Ins- 
titute and were briefed on the ser- 
vices provided by the institute to 
the patients. 

The team expressed their adm- 
iration of the high medical level of 


the institute. They later paid a visit 
to the Arab Pharmaceutical Man- 
ufacturing Company m Salt and 
toured its various sections, where 
they also got acquainted with the 
drug products, which the company 
supplies to the local markets and’ 
exports the surplus to Arab and 
African countries. 


Arab Air Cargo Company 
makes 78 additional flights 


BAGHDAD (Petra! — The Arab 
Air Cargo Co., established in 
19X1 in cooperation between Jor- 
dan and Iraq, Sunday announced 
that it has made 78 additional 
flights this year to various parts of 
the world in addition to its regular 
flights between Baghdad and 
.Amman. 

Director General of the 


Amman-based company Sal ah 
Hussein said that the company has 
airfreighted large quantities of 
cargo on its planes which are 
hoped to be increased in the near 
future. 

The company, with a capital of 
JD 20 million, is the first Arab 
company of its kind in the world, 
Mr. Hussein added. 


JJA approves 6 new members 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Journalists Association (JJA) 
board has agreed to accept a number of new journalists as mem- 
bers in the association. The new members are Layla Deeb. Osama 
El-Sharif. La mis Andoni, Afifa Kaloti, Issa A1 Shawabkeh and 
Sultan Hattab. The board also decided to meet Wednesday to 
consider all applications submitted to the association. 


Egypt to operate labour office 

CAl RO <J .T. ) — An Egyptian labour office is to start operating in 
Amman early January to organise Egyptian labour in Jordan 
estimated at 190,000 workers, according to Cairo Radio. Mr. 
Mohammad Abdul Razzaq has been appointed labour attache in 
Jordan and will be arriving in Amman Tuesday. Egypt has labour 
offices in Kuwait. Iraq. Sudan, Qatar. United Arab Emirates, 
Saudi Arabia and two offices in Athens and Geneva, Cairo Radio 
said. 





Re-elected Mayor of Irbid Abdul Razzak Tbeishat 
(right) Monday introduces Irbid Municipal Con- 




ncQ members to His Royal H i h ness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent (Petra photo) 


Regent meets new Irbid officials 


IRBID (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent. Monday visited Irbid 
Municipality and met its newly- 
elected mayor and council 
members.- Irbid Mayor Abdul 


Razzaq Tbeishat reviewed before 
Prince Hassan the needs and req- 
uirements of Jrbid. and briefed 
him on the state of public services 
and future programmes to be imp- 


lemented in the city. 

The meeting was attended by 
Irbid Governor Mohammad Kha- 
laf Dawoudiah and govemoraie 
senior officials. 


Opinion divided on Arafat-Mubarak meeting 


AMMAN (R) — Leading Jor- 
danians and Palestinians here 
were reported Sunday to be div- 
ided over Palestinian leader Yas- 
ser Arafat’s meeting in Cairo with 
Egyptian President Hosni Mub- 
arak. 

Mr. Arafat's meeting on Thu- 
rsday with Mr. Mubarak, head of 
the only Arab state to sign a peace 
treaty with Israel, caused an upr- 
oar in radical Arab states, while 
most moderate Arab states ref- 
rained from immediate comment. 

Jn a series of interviews, Jor- 
dan's daily A1 Ra’i quoted Mr. 
Suleiman Al Hadidi. president of 
the Jordanian Lawyers' Syndicate, 
as saying he opposed the meeting 
because it encouraged "the Camp 
David trend." 

The U.S.-negotiated Camp 


David accords lead to the 1979 
peace treaty between Israel and 
Egypt. All but three Arab League 
member states later broke ties 
with Cairo. 

But Mr. Jamal AJ Shaer. a 
member of the Jordanian National 
Consultative Council (par- 
liament). said the meeting was “a 
new. firm step towards the rei- 
nstatement of EgypL in Arab 
ranks.” 

Mr. Laith Shbailat. president of 
the Jordanian Engineers' Syn- 
dicate. said although he supported 
Mr. Arafat during the Tripoli cla- 
shes. he regarded the Cairo mee- 
ting as harmful to the Palestinian 
cause. 

Mr. Arafat and about 4.0UIJ 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 


(PLO) loyalists were evacuated 
from the northern Lebanese port 
of Tripoli last Tuesday after they 
had been besieged by Syrian- 
backed PLO dissidents for about 
six weeks. 

Mr. Najib Al Ahmad, head of 
the PLO’s Amman office, end- 
orsed the Arafat-Mubarak mee- 
ting. 

But Mr. Ibrahim Baler, a mem- 
ber of the Palestine National Cou- 
ncil. the Palestinian parliamenl- 
in-exile, said he was sad at what he 
called the "escalation of pro- 
blems” and stressed the need for 
Palestinian unity. 

Another council member. Mr. 
Abdulaziz Saqr. said he was aga- 
inst unilateral acts, especially in 
regard in relations with Egypt. 



NCC urges increased i 
to W. Bank, Gaza farmers 


By I -amis K. Andoni 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The National Consultative 
Council (NCC) Monday urged the gov- 
ernment to increase financial aid to farmers 
in the Israeli occupied territories to prevent 
Israeli agricultural products from leaking to 
the Arab markets. 


On its regular session Monday, 
the council also approved rec- 
ommendations. submitted by its 
Agricultural Committee, which 
has been under discussion during 
the last three sessions. 

During the debate, the NCC 
members discussed the negative 
consequences of the Israeli pol- 
icies on agriculture in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Hani Abu Hijleh pointed 
out that since the Israeli occ- 
upation of the West Bank and the . 
Gaza Strip in 1967. the ratio of 
irrigated land and the planted area 
of the fertile land has drastically 
dropped. 

There was also a decline in the 
ratio of agricultural research and 
the percentage of Arab labour 
engaged in agriculture, he said. 

Dur to the deterioration of con- 
ditions in the agricultural sector, 
in the occupied territories, many 
Arabs are forced to desert rural 
areas to work in Israeli factories, 
according to reports from the occ- 
upied territories. 

Mr. Abu Hijleh said that Israel 
has built 166 settlements in the 
occupied territories which cover 
45 per cent of agricultural land. 


To counter the Israeli threat. 
Mr. Abu Hijleh stressed the need 
to raise ihc financial aid to Arab 
farmers, agricultural engineers 
and agricultural research in the 
'Vest Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Abu Hijleh was endorsing a 
recommendation formulated by 
the council's Agricultural Com- 
mittee that called on the gov- 
ernment to increase financial sup- 
port for workers in the agricultural 
sector. 

The committee also suggested a 
co-ordination between pro- 
duction and marketing policies in 
Jordan and the occupied ter- 
ritories in order to prevent an over 
production of agricultural pro- 
ducts which hurts the interests of 
the farmers. 

The issues of pricing and mar- 
keting of agricultural products 
again raised by the council. 

Mr. Amin Shukair. who was 
speaking on behalf of members 
Taher Hikmai. Jawdat Shout. 
Hisham Al Tal and Issa Al Ray- 
mond protested about the policy 
of floating the prices of agr- 
icultural products. 

Mr. Shukair said that floating of 


agricultural products' prices does 
not benefit either the farmers or 
the consumers. He suggested that* 
the government impose a min- 
imum price for the farmer to sell 
his product to the middle* men and 
a maximum price for the traders to 
sell the product in the market, thus 
leaving the middle-man a limited 
margin of profit. 

He explained that the minimum 
and maximum prices should be 
fixed in a manner that secure a 
good living for farmers and rea- 
sonable prices for consumers and 
limit the profit made by the 

middle-men. 

In its report, tile committee 
proposed the formation of a com- 
prehensive marketing system to 
implement a national marketing 
policy that aims to guarantee min- 
imum and reasonable prices for 
agricultural products and to ben- 
efit fanners and consumers. 

The report pointed out a lack of 
co-ordination in agricultural pla- 
nning which is impeding agr- 
icultural development instead of 
enhancing it. It recommended the 
adoption of centralisation in pla- 
nning and decentralisation ol exe- 
cuting the plans. 

The commit tee also culled for 
the formation of a new law. tor the 
Jordanian Agricultural Engineers 
Association, that measures up to 
the developments that took place 
in the agricultural sector during 
the last years. 

The council approved the rec- 
ommendations. thus ending the 
debate on agricultural policies. 
The Agricultural Committee’s 
report was then referred to the 
government tor consideration. 


Sarvath opens Senegalese exhibition 


AMMAN i Petra) — Her Hig- 
hness Princess Sarvath deputised 
for His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, in 
opening the Senegalese art exh- 
ibition at the Jordan National Gal- 
lery. 

Her Highness Princess Wijdan 
Ali. President of the Royal Jor- 


danian Society for Fine Arts, said 
that the exhibition, which is con- 
sidered the first African exhibition 
held in Jordan, comes in a series of 
international exhibitions held by 
the gallery with the aim of str- 
engthening cultural ties between 
Jordan and countries of the world. 

She added that the exhibition 


includes a collection ot art works 
of embroidery crabs by 2» Sen- 
egalese artists representing the 
Senegalese an folklore and some 
contemporary art works. 

The opening was attended by a 
number of inv ited guests as well as 
members of the diplomatic corp in 
Jordan. 


Excavations will help unravel mysteries of the Neolithic period 


By Rami G. Khouri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Nine weeks of exc- 
avation earlier this year at the 
large site of Ain Ghazal along the 
northern entrance to Amman, 
have produced an enormous amo- 
unt of archaeological material that 
will help unravel many of the mys- 
teries of mankind's earliest exp- 
eriments with village development 
and social organisation in the Neo- 
lithic period, about 8.000-9.000 
years ago. 

The ancient village of Ain Gha- 
zal has been excavated for two 
consecutive seasons by an int- 
ernational team of archaeologists 
under the leadership of Dr. Gary 
Rollefson of Yannouk University 
and Dr. Alan Simmons of the 
University of Kansas. This year’s 
dig was highlighted by the dis- 
covery of a spectacular collection 
of plaster human statues and 
busts, thought to be among the 
earliest examples of human sta- 
tuary discovered anywhere in the 
world. 

But preliminary analyses of the 
other artifacts, cultural remains, 
stone tools, plant and animal mat- 
erial architecture and human 
remains from Ain Ghazal have 
started to draw the outlines of a 
large, sophisticated village that 
successfully exploited con- 
siderable local and regional nat- 
ural resources over a period of 
hundreds of years. In the process, 
the villagersof Ain Ghazal helped 
push forward the development of 
village society during that period 
in the history of mankind that has 


been called the Neolithic Rev- 
olution — roughly the 4.000 years 
between 8000 B.C. and 4000 B.C. 
when mankind made the slow, 
gradual transition from small 
bands of nomadic hunter- 
gatherers to permanently est- 
ablished villages based on a com- 
bination of hunting and gathering, 
plant cultivation, animal dom- 
estication and the earliest forms of 
commercial trade. 

One of the important ach- 
ievements of the 1983 season was 
a more accurate delineation of the 
size of the Neolithic village at Ain 
Ghazal. According to test tre- 
nches and a casual walking survey 
of the immediate vicinity of the 
site, the Neolithic village covered 
an area of at least 27 acres (11 
hectares, or 111) dunums). It is 
located across the highway from 
the main sewage treatment plant 
of Amman, along both sides of the 
highway leading into north 
Amman from Zarqa. 

Several samples of the artifacts 
retrieved from the excavation are 
being analysed in the United Sta- 
tes using the Cait»on-14 dating 
technique, which will help provide 
a more accurate dating of the site. 
But a comparison of the artifacts 
with those from other Neolithic 
villages in the Middle East, such as 
Jericho, suggests to the arc- 
haeologists that the village flo- 
urished around 6250 B.C. This is 
the period known as the pre- 
pottery Neolithic B ( PPNB ). when 
stone age people were settling 
down into small villages and exp- 
loiting domesticated animals and 
cultivated cereals, but had not yet 
mastered the production of true 


fired pottery. 

The 1983 season produced an 
estimate quarter of a million stone 
(flint) artifacts, mostly tools and 
the associated cores and debris 
that is left over after the pro- 
duction of the tools. A preliminary 
analysis of about five per cent of 
the stone material reveals the use 
of blades, bladelets, knives, drills/ 
reamers, scrapers, chisels, axes, 
choppers, wedges. lunates. raic- 
roliths, burins and projectible 
points (arrowheads and spe- 
arheads). There is also some ten- 
tative evidence for a pre-Neolithic 
occupation of the site. 

Bone tools, though poorly rep- 
resented this year, continue to 
suggest a "sewing kit" int- 
erpretation by the archaeologists. 
Awls for working leather and spa- 
tulas and needles for sewing and 
weaving were the most common 
finds, along with one long, sle- 
nder. slightly curved bone "wand" 
about 12 cm long that may have 
been used for weaving. 

Limestone seems to have been 
the favourite material for making 
querns, mortars and stone bowls, 
while imported basalt, probably 
from the Mafraq area to the nor- 
theast. was used for hand-held 
mullers, grinding stones and pes- 
tles. 

One-hundred and thirty-three 
small human and animal clay fig- 
urines were found this year at Ain 
Ghazal. The human figurines, 
ranging in size from app- 
roximately 3-7 cm. included many 
small female representations that 
are interpreted as fertility objects 
or "mother- goddesses," which 
often closely resemble similar fig- 


‘ We are moving on,’ State Department says 


(Continued Grom page 2) 

have with Israel a broad-grudged • 
study, consultations, of how — 
where our interests coincide our 
strategic interests, in the Soviet 
aspect to the problems in the area, 
of joint exercises, pre-positioning. 
All of these subjects are going to 
be discussed. I just say. given your 
question’s timeframe of 3-1 '2 
weeks since the Shamir visit, what 
has happened, it's preparations 
for the discussions in January. 

As the free trade area. Und- 
ersecretary Wallis is in Jerusalem 
today, or has been the last couple 
of days. 1 think he said it is simply a 
matter of time. It is — which is a 
way of saying there are a number 
of issues that have to be neg- 
otiated between us and the Israeli 
government and between — and 
notifications that have to be dis- 
cussed with certain other cou- 
ntries which are affected under the 


Most favoured Nation provisions. 

So. everything that was summed 
up in the statements made at the 
time of Prime Minister Shamir's 
visit.everything is going forward. 
Everything is moving. And 1 think 
this both confirms what 1 was try- 
ing to say that there is an old 
long-standing, intimate exchange, 
and a desire to give a new pre- 
cision and a new focus to it. 

Question: Peza Babahani. the 
Saudi Gazette,. 

Several people have charged 
that during 1983 the State Dep- 
artment was overly preoccupied 
with events in Lebanon in devising 
its gameplan for a comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East and aba- 
ndoned its wholehearted effort to 
come with a solution to the Pal- 
estinian problem. How do you 
react to that? 

Answer: Well 1 don't 'agree. 
But 1 think that the situation was 
set back by the failure of the talks 


between King Hussein and cha- 
irman Arafat in April. That could 
have been a turning point, a major 
turning point. 

The reality is. as I said, you can- 
not — we don't think you can 
solve the problem of Lebanon iso- 
lated from the Middle East peace 
process, in isolation from that pro- 
cess. But it is such a hot situation, 
to use a clumsy imagery, we have 
felt we had to find ways to bring 
the temperature down in Lebanon 
so that we could focus more ene- 
rgies on the peace process,, whe- 
rein Lebanon's agony, we hope, 
will find its full solution! 

But if there has been over foc- 
ussing on Lebanon, if s been for 
the reason. But it’s never been 
done, allowed to happen, with the 
idea that you could somehow neg- 
lect the peace process, the que- 
stion of the Palestinian future, and 
have a solution in Lebanon. It just 
won't work. 


urines discovered in Europe. Tur- 
key and other nearby areas of the 
Middle East. The absence of 
heads on many figurines may par- 
allel the headless human burials 
that have been found at Ain Gha-* 
zal and other PPNB sites in the 
area. 

Most of the 70 animal figurines, 
about 5- 1 U cm long, are cattle rep- 
resentations. while other animals 
depicted may include, fox. equids. 
wild pig or goat. 

A total of 13U small geometric 
clay objects excavated this year 
may be counting tokens used for 
administrative purposes by a vil- 
lage that was constantly faced with 
the need to deal with the org- 
anisation of a growing and more 
sophisticated society. The shapes 
included cones, cylinders, balls, 
pyramids and discs, and resemble 
similar objects found at sites in 
other parts of the PPNB Middle 
East. 

Whiieware plaster fragments of 
bowls, boxes and other 
container- type objects were also 
found this year, and may have 
been used to store dry foods or 
other goods. 

Eighteen pottery sherds came 
from definite PPNB levels, and 
their crude workmanship and very 
light firing "are important ind- 
icators of initial experimentation 
with ceramic manufacture." dig 
co-director Dr. Gary Rollefson 
told the Jordan Times in an int- 
erview. Some of the sherds are 
coated with the red ochre col- 
ouring that is a hallmark of the 
PPNB culture. 

Beads were plentiful this year, 
with quite a few bone beads along 
with beads of polished stone, car- 
nclian. and animal teeth. Lim- 
estone pendant fragments are 
thought to be the remains of cir- 
cular pendants, and probably not 
of bracelets as was initially tho- 
ught to be the case. Among the 
most interesting items were a 
mother-of-pearl and a 
boo me ring-shaped pendant, and 
"butterfly” beads. 

An astounding quantity of well 
preserved animal bones was rec- 
overed this year, totalling about 
half a million pieces. The broad 
range of animal species rep- 
resented at Ain Ghazal includes 
goat, gazelle, cattle, wild pig. small 
carnivores (especially) fox) hare, 
and turtles. Birds, rodents and 
other small animals are well rep- 
resented. along with some evi- 
dence of fish and equids. The wide 
variety of animals exploited at Ain 
Ghazal is significant, according to 
co-director Dr. Alan Simmons, 
" for it appears that we are dealing 
with a village that was strategically 
situated in a lush immediate env- 
ironment that bordered on several 
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Dr. Gary RoUerson I left) and Dr. Alan Simmons, co-directors nf the 
Ain Ghazal excavation, with the cache of plaster statues and busts 
discovered in this year's dig. 


other types of environments rich 
in differrent kinds of animal res- 
ources that were also exploited. 
The wide variety of faunal inv- 
entory is remarkable, and attests 
to a quite varied animal protein 
diet enjoyed by a population nom- 
inally relying on domesticated 
animals." 

An analysis of the bone material 
does not yet confirm any sig- 
nificant domestication ol goats, 
though this is suggested by some 
pathological evidence and culling 
patterns. There is similar evidence 
for possible domestication of cat- 
tle. All indications suggest the first 
stages of domestication of animals 
were being practiced at Ain Gha- 
zal. though hunting was dearly 
still an important pan of the vil- 
lage economy. 

The preliminary analysis of the 
plant remains, mainly charred 
seeds and other plant parts, show s 
the presence of more peas and len- 
tils than cereal grains, with small 
amounts of chickpea, fig and 
"weeds" that probably rep- 
resented wild plants that must 
have played an important role in 
the economy of Ain Ghazal. 

Human burials recovered this 
year included 19 skeletons (com- 
pared to 13 in 1982). exhibiting 
four different burial styles. Some 
burials were missing the skulls, 
while others were fully entact ske-- 
letons. Burials were found below 
the interior floors of houses, while 
others were outside the buildings. 

One burial of two newborn inf- 
ants directly above and associated 
with a “nest" of four adult human 
skulls suggests a "sacrificial" bur- 
ial. Dr. Rollefson said. 

Two of the four adult skulls ret- 
ained plaster in the eye sockets 


and fragment* ot plaster adhered 
to the cheeks and upper jaw areas. 
A thin layer of asphalt was found 
on one of the skulls. 

Another skull in a different part 
of the site appears to have been 
uniquely painted with red ochre. 
The skeletons ranged in age from 
small children, to adults in their 
40s. to two senile women with 
severe arthritis, perhaps in their 
60s. Some dental diseases and 
broken bones were evident, but on 
the whole the population of Ain 
Ghazal to judge from the ske- 
letons. seems to have been a rel- 
atively healthy one. 

The architecture revealed in the 
1983 season included between 15 
and 2tJ individual buildings, pro- 
bably houses. The standard bu- 
ilding technique was stone 
walls set in mud mortar, faced with 
a mud plaster and finished otfw ith 
a hard white plaster coating on the 
inside. In many eases, the plaster 
was painted red. 

If construction techniques were 
standardised at Ain Ghazal, there 
seems to have been no standard 
design for the houses. Each exc- 
avated building has a different 
shape and size. There is also ext- 
ensive renovation in many of the 
houses, with some room floors 
having been replastered three or 
four times during the lifetime of 
the structure. Some of the rooms 
were remodelled, with walls and 
doorways added or blocked at var- 
ious stages of the building's use. 

This year also brought to light 
the first possible evidence of wall 
paintings, in the form of an inv- 
erted triangle section of a red 
ochre decoration on a white pla- 
stered wall 

Continued on pac 
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Fridays, 
from ike 


game 


THERE is nothing more Futile perhaps than defining bold 
moves in elastic terms. And the Arabs can be as much emo- 
tional as they like about PLO Chairman Arafat's visit to Cairo 
last week. Let us Tor a moment consider the position of those 
who came out strongly in rejecting the Palestinian leader's 
dramatic step as either a “blatant violation'’ of the PLO cha- 
rter and Arab summit resolutions, or as a new attempt to force 
the Arabs into accepting the Camp David accords, or, in fact, 
as an affront to these accords. 

The rejectionists are not American, European or moderate 
Arab; they are mainly radical Palestinians, Syrians, Libyans 
and Israelis — the kind of segregation, if you like, that would 
naturally form following each and every major political dev- 
elopment in the Middle East. 

Whether these groups do or do not understand the imp- 
lication of their respective stances on Arafat’s decision to open 
a new dialogue with Egypt, is not exactly clear yet. What is 
evident, however, is that the rejectionists suit only themselves 
when they continue to reject every reasonable attempt at com- 
promise which the other side wants to make. 

If the PLO chairman's talks with President Mubarak the 
other day were indeed a violation of Palestine National Council 
(PNC) resolutions on relations with “Camp David’s Egypt”, 
what would the Arab rejectionists call the Syrian and Libyan 
bloody onslaught against Arafat's loyalists in Lebanon daring 
the past seven months? A strict adherence to the Fez Arab 
summit resolutions on the Palestinian problem, probably? Or 
an accomplishment of the Geneva conference on reconciliation 
in Lebanon last month? Or what? 

The radicals in the Palestinian camp, and with them the 
Syrians and the Libyans, do not seem to understand why they 
laid siege to Arafat and his supporters in north Lebanon — and 
if they did know what they were doing to the Palestinian cause 
at the time, they evidently must have miscalculated the out- 
come. 

This in no way means that the Arab radicals have forced 
Arafat onto the Camp David road — even if that was their 
intention. Camp David is a dead horse, and they know it. And 
even by American standards its agreements have effectively 
“run their course”. 

What is left for us to say is that Arafat went to Cairo to talk 
and to explore — to find a balance really to the pseudo radicals' 
extreme course. No-one should blame him for it. Extremist 
policies have exclusively been Israel's winning game. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Mr. Arafat, Mr. Mubarak and Mr. 



By Rami G. Khouri 


As Colombo the detective says, 
there's just one thing that don't 
make sense io me: If Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
I PLO; Executive Committee 
Chairman Yasser Arafat is a 
spent force and a man of no 
further impo nance, then why 
has his brief meeting with Egy- 
ptian President Ho&ni Mub- 
arak set off such a chain of 
strong reactions throughout 
the Arab World. Israel, the 
Palestinian community and the 
rest of the planet? And while 
I'm at it in the confusion dep- 
artment. there’s one more 
thing that I don't get: why sho- 
uld Mr. Arafat's talks with Pre- 
sident Mubarak make such a 
fuss, while Jordan has signed 
an official commercial agr- 
eement with the Egyptian gov- 
ernment and has evoked not a 
whisper of protest from the 
Arab World? 

If official Arab contacts with 
Egypt are so menacing. Jor- 
dan should, logically, be sub- 
jected to a shower of protest, if 
not also to a boycott by all the 
Arab states that originally boy- 
cotted Egypt in l"7v after lhe 
signing ot the Camp David 
accords that brought peace 
between Egypt and Israel. But 
none of what should logically 
happen is happening, because 
there is little room for logic in 
the universe of Arab politics. 

Jordan will not be subjected 
to the wTath of Lhe Arabs for 


signing a trade agreement with 
Egypt. In fact. most Arab sta- 
tes will silently envy Jordan, 
and probably will soon seek to 
emulate it in reestablishing 
normal contacts with Egypt, 
fir st commercial, then political. 
1 am. to be sure, a little bit ins- 
ulted that Jordan has received 
so little negative criticism from 
the rest of the Arab World for 
the agreement with Egypt. 1 
mean, here we are. working 
hard all these years to make 
this 3 lovely, comfortable, 
self-respecting and sturdy cou- 
ntry. and Lhe moment we go 
and do something really dra- 
matic like being the first Arab 
country to break away from the 
thitherto admittedly leaky , 
Arab boycott of Egypt, the rest 
of the Arabs simply ignorc'us. 
What are we doing wrong? 

The ease of Mr. Arafat is 
only slightly different. His 
meeting with President Mub- 
arak has evoked powerful, 
angry reactions from some 
Arab quarters, and quick pra- 
ise from many others. Why 
should this be so? 1 have, of 
course, an answer, which can 
be taken on two levels. On one 
level, wc and the others around 
the world who either live in. in 
dread of or in spite of the Mid- 
dle East are nothing more or 
less than Arab-lsraeli junkies, 
hopelessly hooked on the pha- 
ntasmal highs we get from 
every new move on the scene. 


and wondering how things 
could possibly get worse next 
week. In this world of Midcasl 
political pinball freaks. Mr. 
Arafat has just put another 
token into the machine, and 
started us on a new game. 

On the second level. Mr. 
Arafat has dared to ridicule the 
political mythology of the Arab 
World, and ;o make us all look 
like the self-deluding dreamers 
that we really are. He has dared 
to poke a hole in the carefully 
constructed edifice of fantasy 
that we have created around us 
during the past five years — an 
edifice that sought to dispell all 
notions of our own res- 
ponsibility for our own failures 
by the simple, neat and clean 
stroke of boycotting Egypt. 
But it never really worked, this 
boycott of Egypt, because 
Egypt * s surc of itself, and the 
rest of us are not so sure of 
ourselves. Egypt is an end- 
uring. ancient civilisation: the 
rest of the Arabs are fragile 
nation-states trying to build a 
sense of nationhood on the 
backs of football teams, and 
under the protection of a thin 
layer of weak pan-Arab com- 
mitments. It has not worked. 

Mr. Arafat has made this 
point, and the anger against 
him is really the anger of an 
Arab World screaming at itself. 
Like Mr. Sadat before him. Mr. 
Arafat has become the casv 


target of an Arab World that 
wishes to scorn itself but still 
lacks the courage to do so. and 
instead takes the easy road and 
heaps abuse on a convenient 
whipping boy. Sadat? Arafat? 
the The Village Leagues? Saad 
Haddad? What’s the dif- 
ference? Where are our pol- 
itical victories, that we can 
point an accusing finger at the 
traitors nr collaborators among 
us? Where is our fortitude, that 
we can accuse others; of dev- 
iation? Where is our hope, that 
wc can accuse others of sur- 
render? 

Are the Arabs angry at Mr. 
Arafat because he has com- 
mitted a procedural error by 
unilaterally meeting with Pre- 
sident Mubarak, or arc they 
angry because Mr. Arafat — 
perhaps the supreme symbol of 
Arab ism for the past decade — 
has come out of the house of 
cards in which the Arabs have 
lived for so long? Does one 
cheer an Arab political leader 
who decides to cast away the 
make-believe games of chi- 
ldren and accept the harsh rea- 
lity of an Arab World that was 
incompetent when Egypt was 
with iu but that added hyp- 
ocrisy to incompetence when 
Egypt was cast aside? Does it 
make any difference, in the 
end. if Mr. Arafat meets with 
President Mubarak, orwith the 
man on the moon, or with Mr. 
McGoo the cartoon character? 


At a lime when the Arab 
World is already in lhe process 
of the disintegration of 
nation-stales, the ethntcisat ion 
of its collective identity into 
smaller allegiances based on 
tribalism and crass patronage, 
and the return to a normal stole 
of economic growth in which 
the inequities of societies eon 
no longer be camouflaged by 
the veneer of money.' con- 
sumerism and unearned wea- 
lth. the Palestinians face the 
spectre of possible defeat m a 
manner such as they have 
never faced in this century. AH 
the Arab states have already 
served notice that they will no! 
hold their own economic 
growth Or national security 
hostage to the final resolution 
of the Palestinian problem. 
The Arabs arc telling Arafat 
that Palestine comes second, 
and Arafat tells the Arabs that 
this is the time to have a chat 
with Big Bad Husni. the Bogey 
Man of Arabisra. The only 
thing more dramatic that Mr. 
Arafat could have done would 
have been to have a meeting 
with Yitzhak Shamir, or Ariel 
Sharon. 

So. you ask. what does it all 
mean? Should one support or 
condemn the .Arafat- Mubarak 
meeting? How about the 
Jordan -Egypt commercial agr- 
eement? Or Egyptian aid to 
Iraq in its war with Iran? 

Is it possible to isolate these 


single events from the pm& 
context of. violence!: aod fear 
that governs the actioraoflhe 
people of (be Arab Wcrid 
today? Do wc forget that while 
Mr- Arafat and his people were 
undersfe^fa Beirut far three 
months Lot year, the test of the 
Arabs ztc fijpT Do wt faifcri 
that doting the weeks (if fig- 
hting in Tripoli in the past two 
months, vre ale grapes? 

! do mu ser a voice, a sfagfe 
face, among those who either 
support nr condemn Mr. Ara- 
fat, that i a» having come 

to his aid when he and ha poo- 
pie were attacked variously, by 
Israelis or Arabs. So why are 
wc all so ready now logivc Mr. 
Arafat advice? Because a man 
on a boat cringing through the 
Red Sea cannot show os our 
shames and our fuhirea qoiie 
so readily as When he is under 
the guns of. variously 1 both Isr- 
aelis and Arabs? 

Mr. Arafat is tbe symbol of 
the suddenly haunting spectre 
of failure for the Patetatrions. 
and of moral caHapse for the 
rest of the Arabs. Or, he is just 
the Pinball Wizard, ploying the 
most crucial gome of his life, 
while the rest of us cheer him or 
jeer him. irrevocably hooked 
on the mind-numbing sen- 
sation of helplessly submitting 
our fate to the force of our own 
inclination to tilt at every opp- 
ortunity? 



Al Ra’i: A Mideast turning point 


IT W I LL not be long before everyone realised that the visit to Cairo 
by Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO t Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat had placed the Middle East region face to face with a critical 
turning point. Also it is premature to judge the visit, to condemn it or 
to support it because we are awaiting its results. The fact that it was in 
Cairo that Arafat made his first slop after leaving Beirut makes it a 
significant event and a controversial issue in the Arab World. This 
visit has so far drawn denunciation from certain Arab capitals cou- 
pled with total condemnation by Syrian-backed groups within the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation. 

But the visit, for others, seemed a starting point towards returning 
Egypt to the Arab fold, it is really hard to support the views of either 
party in this issue and it is better to wait and see the outcome of the 
visit in the light ot the coming events and developments throughout 
the Arab World. No doubt the visit has stirred the still water of 
diplomatic moves despite the fact that nobody expects anything from 
such moves, now that the U.S. has joined the enemy's camp thus 
opening the door wide open only for the military option. 

Al Diistour: Bolstering Arab solidarity 

THOSE WHO protested or opposed the visit by Mr. Yasser Arafat 
to Cairo were expressing their fears that the visit might serve the 
cause of the C'amp David agreement which led to the Israeli- 
Egyptian peace treaty that was condemned by all Arabs because they 
deny all rights of the Palestinian people in their homeland. But 
Israel” s own reaction to the visit has helped to place everything in its 
proper perspective. The Israelis have protested and expressed their 
anger because the visit, to them at least, represented a blow to the 
Egyptian- Israeli relations and a setback to the Zionists' attempts to 
' deny the Palestinian people the right to determine their own future. 

The Israelis were angered because such a visit might signal the 
beginning of Egypt's return to the Arab fold — something con- 
tinuously demanded by the Arab and Egyptian masses. No doubt 
Israel construed the visit as a bridge for re-establishing Egypt back in 
its place within the Arab ranks, thus bolstering Arab solidarity. 

Those who protested against the visit and those who condemned it 
were undoubtedly mistaken and have done both Egypt and the PLO 
a terrible injustice. 

Sawt Al Shaab : A realistic approach. 

' -' WE BELIEVE that President Reagan's statement on Saturday that 
only a comprehensive solution can bring peace to the Middle East 
; '- and U.S. welcoming ol Arafat's visit to Cairo are not enough. The 
U.S. has to support its words with deeds and stop viewing things from 
_ . Israeli angle. 

The U.S. must be realistic in dealing with the Israelis and the Arabs 
and must take a lesson from Egypt's stand visa vis the issue. Israel has 

* always believe that dividing the Arabs and concluding separate tre- 

• aties with them can help it to achieve its goals and attain its ambitions 
" in the region. 

But Egypt's stands, represented in its support for the Palestinian 
people's rights, its welcoming of Arafat and its opposition to Israel’s 
practices in the occupied lands, have thwarted Zionist ambitions and 
dreams. It is because the Israelis were disillusioned by Egypr's stands 
that Tel Aviv was quick to condemn Arafat’s visit to Cairo. 

it is not surprising at all. But if is surprising to see Israel insisting on 
considering Egypt as an isolated Arab stale or an Israeli pro- 
tectorate: and it is surprising to sec the U.S. insisting on pursuing the 
same policies towards our region. 


Moscow, Kabul warn Pakistan 
against backing Afghan rebels 



Zia UI Haq 


By Tom Heneghan 

Reuter 

ISLAMABAD — The chilly 
winds of East- West relations have 
shifted south over Afghanistan's 
Hindu Kush Mountains towards 
Pakistan, with Moscow and Kabul 
threatening Islamabad because of 
its support for anti-Communist 
Afghan guerrillas. 

Moscow sent the first gust on 
Wednesday with a threat of joint 
Soviet-Afghan retaliation if Pak- 
istan continued to support the* 
Muslim rebels. Kabul followed 
Thursday with a charge that Isl- 
amabad helped guerrillas destroy 
an Afghan border post in the 
Khyber Pass. 

Coming shortly after Moscow 
walked out of three East- West 
arms reduction talks in Western 
Europe, the stepped-up threats 
could signal a tougher Soviet pol- 
icy in southern Asia as well. Wes- 
tern diplomats here said. 

The threats also coincide with 
the fourth anniversary of Soviet 
military involvement in Afg- 
hanistan in 1979 and the dip- 
lomats said pressure on Islamabad 
could mount as Western interest 
and guerrilla activity rise to mark 
the day. 

Peshawar-based guerrilla gro- 
ups. who launch attacks on Kabul 
from Pakistan's lawless tribal 
areas bordering Afghanistan, say 
fighters are already on their way to 
the capital for attacks on T uesday. 
the anniversary of the Soviet- 
backed coup which brought pre- 
sident Babrak Karma! to power. 

In their threats, the strongest 
heard here in a long time. Moscow 
and Kabul accuse Pakistan of act- 
ively helping the guerrillas con- 
duct their**jihad" (holy wari aga- 
inst the Karma! government. 

There would be no fighting and 
no need for about IU5.UU0 Soviet 
troops in Afghanistan, gov- 
ernment argument goes, if Pak- 


istan would only choke off the 
" foreign interference" channelled 
through its territory by the United 
States. China and some Islamic 
countries. 

Pakistan, which regularly voices 
its support for Afghan rebels, den- 
ied it gives them military aid and 
says it cannot control what hap- 
pens in the rugged frontier area, 
whose defiant tribes the British 
also failed to subdue. 

Although Islamabad usually 
handles such threats in a low-key 
manner, the diplomats said it was 
worried about them because of the 
harm any increased pressure here 
could do. 

The country is only slowly get- 
ting over recent anti-gpvemmeni 
unrest in the southern province of 
Sind, they noted, and a question 
mark will continue to hang over 
domestic stability until martial law 
President Mohammad Zia- 
UI-Haq hold elections promised 
by March 19K5 or decides he can- 
not risk giving up power and can- 
cels them. 

The new Soviet threats were 
made by Ambassador Vitaly Smi- 
rnov in an interview summarised 
by the Urdu- language daily 
Nawa-I-Waqt on Wednesday. 

Mr. Smirnov, who in earlier int- 
erviews here tried to persuade Isl- 
amabad to accept a political set- 
tlement for Afghanistan being dis- 
cussed in United Nations- 
sponsored talks, took a noticeably 
tougher tone in threatening 
Soviet-Afghan action against Pak- 
istan. 

He condemned Islamabad for 
treating the guerrillas as horoes 
and claimed the U.S. was planning 
to airlift supplies to rebels inside 
Afghanistan. 

The U.N.-sponsored talks, 
which ran aground in June when 
Moscow failed to give a timetable 
for withdrawing its troops, were 
deadlocked because Pakistan all- 
owed “outside aggression" to con- 
tinue and even increase, he cha- 


rged. 

Pakistani officials denied the 
airlift charge but said they would 
not comment on the rest of Mr. 
Smirnov’s statements until they 
saw the full text of the interview, 
which Nawa-I-Waqt will publish 
soon. 

Afghanistan also toughened its 
tone Thursday, calling in Isl- 
amabad's charge d'affaires m 
Kabul to accuse Pakistani border 
guards of helping guerrillas des- 
troy the Torkham border post in 
the Khyber Pass last week. 

It warned of dangerous con- 
sequences if such attacks con- 
tinued. 

Rebel groups seized the post 
recently, cutting off all traffic on 
the main highway linking Kabul 
with Pakistan, but abandoned it 
on Wednesday under heavy gov- 
ernment shelling. Radio Kabul 
said Thursday night the rebels had 


destroyed the post. 

While the situation in Afg- 
hanistan has markedly chilled pol- 
itical relations between Pakistan 
and the Soviet Union, a new 
warmth has suddenly developed in 
the economic field which has both 
Pakistanis and Western diplomats 
wondering about Moscow's int- 
entions. 

Finance Minister Ghulam Ishaq 
Khan returned recently from a 
six-day visit to Moscow with Sov- 
iet promises to build a thermal 
power station, supply two oil rigs 
and consider helping finish a dam 
and a nuclear power plant. All are 
projects in which Pakistan has 
found it difficult to interest Wes- 
tern investors. 

Asked upon his return why the 
Soviets were suddenly so friendly 
in the economic field. Mr. Ishaq 
Khan simply said: “I do not 
know." 


Bring the boys home 


By Jesse L. Jackson 

ACTIONS TAKEN by the Rea- 
gan administration during the past 
week have contributed both to ser- 
iously destabilising Lebanon and 
endangering the lives of our Mar- 
ines in Lebanon. 

As a result of the content of the 
strategic cooperation agreement 
with Israel, and U.S. air strikes 
against Syrian and Lebanese pos- 
itions. America has lost any leg- 
itimacy as a neutral peacekeeping 
force in Lebanon. 

President Reagan has dra- 
matically and. I believe, mis- 
takenly altered our role in Leb- 
anon. Our Marines were dis- 
patched there as peacekeepers. 
They have become combatants in 
an undeclared and ever-escalating 
war. it is a war with no clear obj- 
ectives and a war no one can win. 

We have no national interest in 
fighting a war in Lebanon. But we 
do have an interest in helping to 
restore peace in Lebanon. There 
are no military solutions to Leb- 
anon’s political problems. 

While there is dear consensus in 
the U.S. that Israel and Syria must 
leave Lebanon, it is tragically clear 
that policies pursued by the Rea- 
gan administration have not con- 
tributed to that end. A case in 
point is the unequal treatment 
meted out last week to visiting 
Lebanese and Israeli heads of 
state. At the end of his visit to 
Washington. Lebanon's President 
Gemayel left empty-handed and 
disappointed. Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Shamir, on the other hand, 
left with his arras full without hav- 
ing been asked to make any con- 
cessions towards peace. 

Israel must leave Lebanon. Its 
invasion of Lebanon was illegal in 
international law and in violation 
of our own bilateral arras agr- 
eements with them. 

By concluding an agreement 
with Israel, which in effect abs- 
olves them of any guilt far their 
invasion, and gives almost format 
blessing to their continued pre- 
sence in Lebanon (even to the 
point of resupplying “ Israeli Def- 
ence Forces” with deadly cluster 


bombs), and by making war on 
Syria and its Lebanese allies, we 
have not contributed to removing 
either Israel or Syria from Leb- 
anon. We have merely hardened 
the resolve of each party to pursue 
its own course without com- 
promise. It is therefore, a matter 
of great urgency that we alter the 
current course of American policy 
in Lebanon. 

I. therefore, urge the following 
steps be taken: 

1. immediate removal of U.S. 
Marines from Lebanon and their 
replacement by neutral pea- 
cekeepers under the auspices of 
the U.N.; 

2. reaffirm American support 
for the independence and ter- 
ritorial integrity of Lebanon, and 
American opposition to any eff- 
orts to annex, partition, or per-, 
manentiy occupy any part of Leb- 
anese territory: .... 

3. redouble omrebnunitmentta 
the reconciliation process that is 
currently underway in the Leb- 
anese all-party, peace conference • 
in Geneva. In this regard. U.S. aid 
to Lebanon should be consistent 
with the goals of both national 
reconstruction and reconciliation 
of the Lebanese body politic: 

4. recommit America to. a - 
comprehensive Middle East peace 
in a manner consistent with gen- 
eral principles enuncimed by this * 
and previous administrations and 
by the international community — 

a peace (hat would, reject Israeli 
a nn e xat ion of the Golan Heights, 
would assert the right of Israel to 
mternat ion ally recognised bou^ 
ndaries and the right of I Pal-, 
estinians to independoit ju- : 7 
tehood in the West. Bank am^:: 
Gaza Strip. : 

These steps ore compacible witfc .’ v 
our goal of re -establishing 
realised ties with tte ArabW'drfcL— 
The Middle East.fe ajJash ptsai^l 
far hot and cold vsr.lat&eKO^^; 
tical days before ^Tfce : 

A&er." it ai.mperwivette 
from across this land spcAoGCfai^ 
a change in our Middle £* 
fey, so that no more 
be sacriftrod- * ~ 'T^tsjr ; 

Bringtbe boys 

report. '■ 
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World War mine still strewn in many countries Europe’s outpost now uninhabited 


By Anthony Goodman 

Reuter 

UNITED NATIONS — Nearly 
.40 years alter the end of World 
War II, many areas of the world 
are still strewn with unexploded 
mines, shells and other relics of 
that and later conflicts, according 
to a United Nations report. 

In North Africa, allied and axis 
forces are estimated to have laid 
between five million and IV mil- 
lion land mines during the various 
campaigns that rolled back and 
forth across the desert landscape. 

in Poland, invaded by Nazi 
Germany in I y39 and later fought 
over by the Soviet and German 
armies, about 15 million land 
mines and 74 million other pieces 
of ordnance have been cleared 
since the war. while in Finland 
about one million have been dis- 
posed of. the report said. 

Since 1 *M5. it added, more than 
7.00(1 bombs, over 7IN.000 art- 
illery shells and almost 476.000 
grenades and other small exp- 
losive devices have been neu- 
tralised in West Berlin alone. 

The task of clearing continues. 

Mine disposal units in France 
have been employing a total of 
about 90 experts at any one time, 
organised in 10 teams. More than 
13.000 high explosive munitions 
were cleared in 1 97N alone. 

About 50 professionals arc sim- 
ilarly employed daily in the Net- 
herlands. the U.N. report said. 

The report was prepared in res- 
ponse to a December 1*JX2 Gen- 
eral Assembly resolution, pro- 
mpted by concern for the human. 


economic and environmental eff- 
ects of unexploded battlefield 
relics. 

Libya has been in the fore Front 
of the campaign to draw attention 
to the problem. According to the 
report 33 per cent of its entire 
land area is considered to be dan- 
gerous owing io the explosive 
remnants of the World War II. 

Over a period of 3d years after 
the fighting ended. atout 4.UUU 
Libyans were said to have been 
killed and more than 8.000 wou- 
nded by such munitions, as well as 
more than 1 25.00(1 domestic ani- 
mals — - camels, sheep, goats and 
'cattle — reported killed. 

As a result of more recent fig- 
hting. between Egypt and Israel, 
some -.500 items of explosive 
ordnance were found in the Suez 
Canal and diposed of. while nearly , 
700.000 land mines were cleared 
from the adjacent terrain. 

In Zimbabwe. Lhe scene of a 
protracted independence war. the 
Lower Zambezi National Park has 
had to be virtually abandoned, the 
report said, because the park itself 
and the roads leading to it were 
heavily mined. 

The . U.N. document also pro- 
vided a revealing insight into the 
hazards of “dud” munitions that 
malfunction when fired but might 
still pose a danger for years or 
even decades. 

During World War If. it said, 
between five and 1 0 per cent of 
United Slates bombs did not exp- 
lode. especially those fitted with 
delayed-action fuses. 

The overall failure rate of all 
high-explosive munitions ' exp- 
ended by the U.S. during the Vie- 


tnam War was estimated to be 
around 10 per cent. 

On that basis, it concluded, 
about two million bombs, 23 mil- 
lion artillery shells and millions of 
hand grenades and other high- 
explosive munitions did not exp- 
lode as intended. 

The problem of unexploded 
munitions could be mitigated thr- 
ough the design and adoption of 
more dependable fuses, resulting 


in fewer dangerous duds, the rep: 
ort slated. 

Another suggestion was that 
every type of high-explosive mun- 
ition should be designed to inc- 
orporate a buiU-in mechanism 
that would render it harmless in 
due the course. 

A U.N. body might serve as a 
repository for information about 
the location, magnitude and des- 
tructive capacities of remnants of 


war, as well as data about the tec- 
hniques available for their rem- 
oval. 

This would be of particular help 
to developing countries that lack 
the technical expertise. 

The report also suggested the 
holding of an international con- 
ference on all aspects of the pro- 
blem, or the convening of a mee- 
ting of experts to come up with 
specific recommendations. 


Excavations will help unravel mysteries 


Continued from page 3 

The most important discovery 
of the 19X3 season at Ain Ghazal 
was undoubtedly the collection of 
at least ten plaster human statues 
(approximately SO-OH cm high) 
and a complement of 12 smaller 
plaster busts (about 35-40 cm 
high}. The entire collection was 
carefully arranged in a single dep- 
osit. Dr. Rollefson said, with the 
slalues lying in an easi-west dir- 
ection in two tiers and the smaller 
busts aligned stacked in an arc at 
the feel of the statues. 

The statues seem to have been 
made by first constructing an inner 
skeleton of twigs and reeds that 
was tightly wrapped with coarse 
twine to form a “stick man”, aro- 
und which the plaster was mou- 
lded. The relatively stylised statue 
bodies have short, stumpy legs and 
lect. generally featureless torsos, 
elongated necks and outsized 
heads that arc fiat in profile. The 
white eyes stand out from the rest 
of the plaster (perhaps because 
white chalk was inset into them for 
emphasis}, and each eye was sur- 
rounded by a thin filament of a 
bluish -green pigment. A small cir- 
cle of asphalt attached to Lhe cen- 


tre represented the iris of the eyes. 

Though the statues are all sim- 
ilar at first look, a closer obs- 
ervation shows attempts have 
been made to give each statue ind- 
ividual features to distinguish it 
from the othere. At least one sta- 
tue seems to be that of a woman., 
to judge by its breasts, while ano- 
ther is obvisouly a male because of 
its featureless chest. The female 
statue lies at a I Nil-degree angle to 
the others, with its head at the feet 
of the rest of the siatues. 

The smaller busts are also made 
of plaster moulded around an 
inner siructure of cord-wrapped 
twings and reeds, with exa- 
ggerated necks that penetrate far 
into the solid plaster torso bases. 
The facia! features of the busts are 
similar to those of the larger sta- 
tues. 

A fragment of a loot of one of 
the statues has six iocs, which cor- 
responds to another six-loed sta- 
tue discovered at Jericho in the 
l*J3Us by a British team of arc- 
haeologists under John Garstang. 
The links between the Ain Ghazal 
and the Jericho PPNB villages 
during the 6ih-7ih milicnia B.C. 
are intriguing, and the further 
sLudy of the cultural/ 


reiigious/cuitic significance of the 
Ain Ghazal statues promises to 
provide important information 
about humankind's early cubic 
practices. The Ain Ghazal statues 
and busts are now at the institute 
of Archaeology in London, where 
they are being conserved by a 
team of specialists under the dir- 
ection of Mrs. Kathiyn Tubb. 

Dr. Rollefson estimates that the 
large size of the site may have sup- 
ported as many as 2.000-3.000 
people at one time. He notes that 
“such a population probably 
would not have resolved conflicts 
on the basis of kinship alone, and 
it is probable that some kind of 
central authority would have been 
required to control behaviour and 
resolve disputes that would have 
arisen over land or water res- 
ources. Did they establish a cou- 
ncil of ciders, or a council of pri- 
ests? Did a single person lead the 
community? These early changes 
in social organisation may become 
more clear as wc get further into 
the study of the Ain Ghazal mat- 
erial.” he says. 

Dr. Simmons also notes that 
Ain Ghazal shows signs of cultural 
and economic contacts with PPNB 
communities both to the north as 


By Colin McIntyre 


GREAT BLASKET ISLAND. 
Ireland — This tiny windswept isl- 
and. which was once the nearest 
inhabited pan of Europe to the 
United States, used ro have a thr- 
iving community, but today sea- 
birds and seals are the only per- 
manent residents. 

The ruggedly beautiful island of 


well as to the south and west, and 
it may provide valuable inf- 
ormation about the kinds of reg- 
ional economic and cultural con- 
tacts that were taking place in the 1 
Middle East in that formative 
stage of human development. 

A third season of digging will 
lake place at Ain Ghazal in 19H4, 
including an extensive survey wit- 
hin a five-kilometre radius of the 
site to determine whether other, 
smaller PPNB communities were 
associated with the relatively large 
village at Ain Ghazal. 

Dr. Rollefson will present a 
slide-lecture on the most recent 
discoveries at Ain Ghazal on 
Wednesday. December 2N. at 
7:00 p.nri. at the American Centre. 
Third Circle. Jabal Amman. 

The excavations at Ain Ghazal 
are funded by the Centre for Jor- 
danian Studies aL Yarmouk Uni- < 
versity. the National Geographic | 
Society (USA}, the Cobb Institute , 
for Archaeology at Mississippi 
Slate University, the Wcnner- 
Grcn Foundation, the University 1 
of Kansas and the Jordanian Dep- i 
artment of Antiquities. The Dep- 
artment of Antiquities rep- 
resentative to the dig is Mr. Kha- 
led Abu Ghumcima. 


Great BlaskeL three miles (five 
kilometres) off the westernmost 
tip of County Kerry in the Irish 
Republic, once boasted 160 is!-’ 
anders. The community survived 
for 300 years but the Iasi people 
could not hang on beyond 1956. 

Today only a, handful of fis- 
hermen and a French and German 
couple who turned a cottage into a 
cafe and hostel for tourists spend a 
few summer months here. 

Ironically h was the lure of emi- 
gration to America, the traditional 
escape route from Ireland’s pov- 
erty and unemployment, that pro- 
ved fatal to the community. 

With the exodus of able-bodied 
men and women the older isl- 
anders found it increasingly hard 
to cope with the harsh life on the 
four-miles-by-ooe (six kilometres 
by 1 .6 kilometres) island. 

They hung on grimly until 1 956. 
living in a cluster of 30 simple 
stone cottages sheltering from the 
Adamic gales that howl across the 
ireeless island. The last people 
were then evacuated to the mai- 
nland from where they could 
watch their former homes bat- 
tered to ruins by the elements. 

Former islander John Carney. 
72. said it had been a good life on 
the islands. They caught mackerel 
and seals, grew wheat and kept a 
few sheep and goats. 

There were no wheeled vehicles 
or machines, no church, no shop, 
offices or bar. no telephone or ele- 
ctricity. he said as he gazed across 
the water separating Great Bla- 
skeL and Lhe mainland. 

Whai ihey did have, he said, was 
a constant flow of stories that kept 
alive the island’s myths and his- 
tory. These produced four 2(1 th 
century Irish writers. Peig Sayers. 
Michael O Gaoithin. Tomas O 
Crohan and Maurice O’Sullivan. 


Their simple tales were about 
lean times when the crops failed 
and the fish and seals were scarce, 
and good times when a ship was 
wrecked on the jagged coast and 
they could live off the salvage for 
months. 

O Crohan described in his cla- 
ssic “the Islandman". written ori- 
ginally in Gaelic, of sharing a cra- : 
mped. thatch-roofcd cottage with 
two cows, a donkey and chickens. 

He wrote it as a record of island 
life, recognising that “the like of 
us will never be the same again.” 

There is evidence the island was 
first inhabited lang before the 
birth of Christ and the recent set- 
tlement dated back to the I7ih 
century. 

Sometimes the islanders would 
visit the mainland where they 
were easily identifiable as they 
walked in single file, bent forward 
with hands behind (heir backs as if 
.following one of the narrow win- 
dswept paths criss-crossing the isl- 
and. 

The paths are still there and 
lead to places named after events 
in the island's history. Sorrowful 
Slope marked the spot where isl- 
and women watched 14 of their 
menfolk drown in a storm. 

Apart from the cafe and hostel, 
a few of the ruined houses have 
been renovated by relatives of 
former islanders and local fis- 
hermen. who use the island as a 
base during the summer. 

M a inlanders and former isl- 
anders are happy to see tourists on 
the island but they are determined 
it is mu to be developed. 

“This is one of the most pea- 
ceful places on God's earth.” said 
Michael Connor, who has a house 
on the island and ferric* tourists to 
it when he is not fishing. “ \ v c aim 
to keep it that way.” 
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TAIWAN 

TOUraSMO 

3rd Circle, Jabal Amman 
Opp. Akilah Hospital 
Try our specialities 
Peking Duck 
and Flaming Pot 
also Traditional Chinese dishes 
Open daily 
12:00 - £30 p.m. 

&30 pjn. - midnight 

Tel. 41093 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

MOVE HOMAM 

SUPERMARKET 

The first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take '- away service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily 1U0- 3:30 -and 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 


SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM- 


☆Living rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 

☆ Bedroom sets 
☆Wall units 
☆Lighting fixtures 

.☆Club 8 for children 

☆Modem Danish design 

☆ Feather upholstery 

☆ Danish-Pack Homes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663890 Civil defence street 
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RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Aircondithmed 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman! 
near AMiyyah Gills School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 
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SHAKHSHIR 

Rent A Car 

Mercedes &. Datsun 
Middle East Hotel 

Tel: 668958 

667159 667160 ext. 124 
P.O. Box 9122 
Amman, Jordan 


The MasterCard 
Credit Card. 

Now 

In Jordan 


Welcome at the 
best hotels. HI 

restaurants, airlines, f 
.car rental companies. 
travel agencies and 
select stores in Jordan 
and the Middle East 



” MasterCard® 

Use It with utnrod confidence 


We now have our Buffet 

in the Rooftop Restaurant 
/L, every Friday and Sunday 
Enjoy the view of Amman 
i 1 hj in warm surroundings 
and have an excellent 

r .<i? selection of hot and cold 
continental and oriental . 
dishes. 
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Aqaba, a holiday resort 
paradise on the Red Sea. 

Stay with us and enjoy our 
traditional warmth and 
hospitality combined with 
l excellent service. 

I Try out our superb 
RESTAURANT or join in 
on one of our nightly 
POOLSIDE BARBECUE’S. 
The perfect holiday at the 
AQABA TOURIST 
HOUSE HOTEL. 

For reservations call us any- 
time on (032) 5165. 



MIRAMAR 

HOTEL 

Aqaba 

Room rate*: 

Stngta JD £- 

Doutea JD 11.- 

Tripto JD 14u- 

Famtfy apartment JD 20.- 


Gontinantal breakfast inc- 
luded 

Special rates for monthly res- 
idents and groups. 

P la tt e cat tefc 4330 - 4341 - 
Aqaba 

Telex: 82275 
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Egypt ends soccer 
visit in triumph 

By Salameh B. Ne’matt 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A crowd of 25,000 spectators rose to 
their feet in a standing ovation after three bre- 
athtaking goals wire scored within three minutes in 
the second half of Sunday’s match held between the 
visiting national Egyptian soccer team and the nat- 
ional Jordanian team which ended with an Egyptian 
victory of 3-1, here at the Sports City stadium. 


During the first half and after an 
intimidating performance by both 
teams. Egypt's Ala' Nabil was able 
to score the first goal for his team 
at the 1 Rth minute after heading in 
a high ball in front of goalkeeper 
Izzat Has hern. 

Also in the first half. Egypt's 
goalkeeper Ikrami was mir- 
aculously saved by his goal post 
from a header. Only bad luck den- 
ied Jordan’s Khaled Awad from 
equalising. 

The real drama started in the 
24th minute of the second half- 
when Egypt's striker Taher Abu 
Zeid scored the second goal for 
Egypt after a intelligent pass by 
Hamdi A! Khatib and a powerful 
shot to the left of the goalkeeper. 
Only one minute later. Jordan's 
Fayez Bdeiwi delivered a high 
corner kick that reached in front 
of Egypt’s goal, in time for Ibr- 
ahim Sa’diah who was at the right 
sport to drive a powerful shot into 
the net scoring the first an only 
goal for the Jordanian team. 

Before the spectators could 
hold their breaths, a third Egy- 
ptian goal devastated the Jor- 
danian net in the 72nd minute of 
the match scored by Imad Sul- 
eiman who dribbled past def- 
enders and powered a shot that 
easily found its way to the back of 
the net to register the third Egy- 
ptian goal and the last of the 
match. 

The Jordanian team dominated 
the pitch throughout the first 15 
minuies of the match by iheir org- 
anised passes and by imposing a 


kind of siege on the Egyptian pla- 
yers depriving them the freedom 
- to move with the ball while at the 
same time carrying out a suc- 
cessful attacks in which four to six 
players would participate. Thr- 
oughout this period, the Jordanian 
team caught the Egyptian team by 
surprise and threatened their net 
more Lhan once. 

After the 2llth minute of the 
first half and after scoring their 
first goal, the Egyptians regained 
confidence and started to threaten 
the Jordanian team with their 
short quick passes and took of the 
game which resulted later in the 
second and Lhird goal in the sec- 
ond half. 

It wouldn't be far from the truth 
to say that the Egyptian players 
were feeling at home during the 
match due to the overwhelming 
attendance of fellow Egyptian 
fans who without exaggeration 
formed two thirds of the spe- 
ctators at the stadium. 

The Egyptian team earlier beat 
the Jordanian 3-1 in a match held 
Friday at the Sports City stadium. 
The Egyptian team's visit to Jor- 
dan and their two matches held 
with the Jordanian team comes in 
preparation for their meeting with 
the Algerian team next month in 
Algeria within the Olympic 
Games soccer qualifying rounds. 
The winner of this clash will be 
one of Africa's representatives at 
the 19*4 Los Angeles Olympics. 
There are two countries rep- 
resenting Africa in the games. 



Egyptian strikers (dark shirts) on one of their frequent attacks during the match held Sunday at the 
Sports City stadium. 


Windies pinned down by India’s spinners 


MADRAS. India t R ■ — India’s 
spinners made the West Indies 
work hard for their 2u7 for five on 
the second day of the rain-hit sixth 
and final cricket test here. 

With the first dav washed out 
and Sunday a rest day the tou- 
rists opened (heir bid to wrap up 
the scries 4-0 by u inning the loss 
for only the second time in all six 
clashes. 

But the batsman became ent- 
renched on the slow but true pitch 
against left arm specialists Man- 
inder Singh and Ravi Shastri. 
aided by Shtvlal Yadav. and Jeff 
Dujon was the top scorer w ith 4N 
not out - made in three hours 
with six fours. 

Gordon Greenidge was in agg- 
ressive mood and vigorously att- 
acked seamers Kapil Dev and 
Roger Binny. But he found the 
going difficult against the slower 
men who went on with the first 


innings only nine overs old. 

After making 34 in a total of 47. 
Greenidge drove vigorously at 
Shastri but lifted a hard catch to 
extra cover. 

Yiv Richards bailed with res- 
traint by his standards yet made 32 
in 52 minutes. With lunch eight 
minutes away, he aimed across 
Manindcr Singh’s spin and top- 
edged a simple catch to Kirmani 
behind. 

Opener Desmond Haynes, also 
unable to assert himself during the 
morning session, and Larry 
Gomes fought a grim battle with 
India’s bowlers after the break. 

Seven were added in 30 minutes 
then Haynes was out. bowled by 


Maninder Singh for 23. He edged 
the ball on to his off-stump after 
playing down the wrong line. 

Like the previous tests, left- 
hander Gomes was in poor form, 
but he wns not wanting in det- 
ermination. He hung on almost 
until tea and was then beaten and 
bowled by off-spinner Yadav. 
Gomes batted two hours for his 
28. 

' Dujon. Gomes’ fourth wicket 
partner, continued the cir- 
cumspect approach, making 14 in 
VII minutes before tea. 

When Gomes fell. West Indies 

were 136 for four, the last three 
wickets disappearing in the space 
of 45 runs. 


Nicholas unwraps the perfect 
Christmas gift for Arsenal 


LONDON (R) — Charlie Nic- 
holas. who has been looking as for- 
lorn as the little boy Santa Claus 
forgot in recent games, received 
the perfect Christmas present 
Monday when he scored twice in 
Arsenal’s 4-2 win over arch-rivals 
Tottenham. 

Nicholas’ conjured a mar- 
vellous double and created two 
other goals for Raphael Meade as 
he inspired Arsenal to their sec- 
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ond English first division victory 
under caretaker manager Don 
Howe. 

The result did not greatly imp- 
rove Arsenal" s league position but 
that will be of little concern to 
their fans who enjoy nothing bet- 
ter than winning on enemy ter- 
ritory at White Han Lane. 

Champions Liverpool, who will 
be looking to claim the title for the 
seventh time in nine seasons in 
I 9X4. edged further in front at the 
top with a 2-1 win at West Bro- 
mwich while Manchester United 
were being held 1-1 at Coventry. 

Liverpool now have 41) points 
from IV games, three points clear 
of United and five in front of 
Luton, who climbed above West 
Ham and Queen's Park Rangers 
by winning 3-0 at Notts County. 

Nicholas, withdrawn into a dee- 
per midfield role by Howe, lux- 
uriated in the extra space he found 
and opened the scoring in the_26th 
minute when he finished a daz- 
zling run with an exquisite left- 
footer past Ray Clemence from 20 
metres. 

Tottenham, who had twicp been 
dehied by the woodwork, equ- 
alised through Graham Roberts 
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eight minutes from the break but 
Nicholas struck again shortly after 
the interval when he collected a 
long through ball from Ian AJ1- 
inson and beat Clemence with a 
delightful lob from the edge of the 
box. 

Spurs pulled level for the sec- 
ond time straight from the kick-off 
when Nicholas' Scotland team- 
mate Steve Archibald took his 
haul for the season to j 7 when he 
forced the ball over the line fol- 
lowing a corner. 

But nothing was going to spoil 
the Arsenal festivities. With 17 
minutes remaining Nicholas and 
Paul Davis created a simple ope- 
ning for Meade before the Scot 
made his mark yet again in the 
dying seconds. 

Clemence pulled off a superb 
diving save to spoil what would 
have been a brilliant hat-trick but 
the ball ran free to Meade who 
gleefully lashed it high into Lhe 
net. 

Liverpool were not at their best 
against West Bromwich and all- 
owed complacency to creep into 
their play after Steve Nicol shot 
them ahead in the 1 6th minute. 

And they duly paid the penalty 
for that lackadaisical approach 
when former England winger 
Tony Mo rley equalised in the 59th 
minute. 

Thai merely served to rouse 
Liverpool from their slumbers, 
however, and it took them just 60 
seconds to lie up the points, cap- 
Lain Graeme Sou ness finishing off 
a sweet four-man move with a bli- 
stering drive into the comer of the 
net. 


Noah voted Champion of Champions 


PARIS ( Ri — Yannick Noah, the 
French Open tennis champion 
about to quit his country, has been 
voted France's “Champion of 
Champions" for 19X3 in a poll 
organised by the national sporting 
daily TEquipe. the newspaper said 
Sunday. 

French soccer captain Michel 
Platini, currently playing for Ita- 
lian club Juventus. came second 


and Laurent Fignon. who une- 
xpectedly won the Tour de France 
cycling classic this year, was third. 

The 2 3 -year-old Noah, bom in 
what is now the West African state 
of Cameroun. announced recently 
he could no longer bear life in 
France and would move to New 
York in time for the Masten’ tou- 
rnament there next month. 


Australia, Sweden level after 
1st day of Davis Cup final 


MELBOURNE (Ri - John Fit- 
zgerald. picked despite his ind- 
ifferent practice form to play sin- 
gles for Australia, squared the 
Davis Cup tennis final against 
Sweden at 2-1 by beating Joekim 
Nystrom 6-4. 6-2. 4-6. 6-4 at 
Kopyong here on Monday. 

After Mats Wilander had given 
Sweden the lead with a hard- 
earned 6-3. 4-6. 9-7. 6-3 victory 
over Pat Cash in the opening 
match, the 23 -year-old Fitzgerald 
responded magnificently to the 
pressure to keep the underdog 
Australians’ hopes very much 
alive. 

Fitzgerald, whose victory over 
world number four Yannick Noah 
undoubtedly took Australia past 
France in the semifinals, showed 
the same kind of fighting spirit 
Monday as he subdued Nystrom 
with a solid display of grass court 
power tennis. 

The first day stalemate means 
that Tuesday's doubles will be a 
crucial test of nerve with the more’ 
experienced Paul McNamce and 
Mark Edmondson laking on the 
younger but more successful Swe- 
dish pair of Anders Jarryd and 
Hans Simonsson. 

In the reverse singles on Wed- 
nesday. Cash takes on Nystrom 
and then in the final match Fit- 
zgerald will face Wilander. 

After the defeat of Cash by Wil- 
ander. there was immense pre- 
ssure on Fitzgerald, who despite 
his practice form was picked by 
non-playing captain Neale Fraser 
to play singles on the strength of 
his ability to rise to the big occ- 
asion. 

Fitzgerald, whose Davis Cup 
record is now a faultless 5-0. fully 
justified Fraser's faith by ripping 
through the first two sets with an 
overwhelming serve-volley attack 
against Nystrom. winner of the 
New South Wales Open last week. 

The slender, blond Nystrom. 
20. admitted later he was nervous 
at the start, but in the third set he 
was more relaxed as his lethal lobs 
and two-fisted backhand passing 
shots got him back into the match. 

The set had seven service bre- 
aks. five in succession from the 
fourth to the eighth games. Nys~ 
Horn finally managed to hold 
serve to lead 5-4 and then broke 
the Australian with a perfect top 
spin lob which left Fitzgerald hel- 



Pisarenko retains world snatch record 


MOSCOW — 25-year-old Ukrainian, Alexander 
Pisarenko retained the world weightlifting record 
for the second time at the recent World and Eur- 
opean Weightlifting Championships held here. 


Pisarenko's record in the HO kg weight class was a 
total of 450 kg snatch gave him the honour of being 
labelled os one of the world’s strongest men. 


A service of thanksgiving for the life and work of JOS- 
EPH J. MALONE will be held at the church of St. Bride, 
Fleet Street, London ECl, at 3.30 p.m. on Friday, 13 
January, 1984 1 . 


FURNISHED DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT 

Second floor, furnished villa with deluxe furniture and a spacious 
terrace consists of two bedrooms, salon, dining room, bathroom 
and kitchen, with central heating, colour television and video set 

Location; Overlooking one of the most beautiful sites near Fifth 

Circle 
Tel: 35677. 


The Turkish Cultural Centre 


VACANCIES 

announces 

Turkish language and artificial flower making courses 


The new AL-RAZJ GENERAL HOSPITAL at Zarqa, Yaj- 

Classes will be offered at two levels. 


ooz Street, near King Talai Housing Estate, has the 

Date of term: Jan. 5 — April 5, 1984 


following vancies: 

Registration: daily 


1- Staff nurse 

Until Jan. 5, 1984 


2- Practical nurse 

from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


3- Secretary 

and 3—5 p.m. 

The Turkish Cultural Centre 


On part or full-time basis. Interviews in person at the 
Hospital from 3-7 p.m. daily for three days. 

Rainbow Street, off 1st Circle 


The Manager. 

Tel. 39777 



ptess. 

After the KMnimflc break. Fit- 
zgerald was even more pumped 
up. fighting back from 24) down to 
level at 2-2 and then stamping 
around ihc baseline with both fists 
raised in exultation. 

Momentarily demoralised. Nys- 
trom served two double faults but 
then won a point and the nor- 
mally expressionless Swede aped 
Fitzgerald’s action by raising hrs 
fists high in the air to a noisy res- 
ponse from the strong Swedish 
contingent in the crowd. 

Fitzgerald scored the curdal 
service break lo lead 5-4 when 
Nystrom put a return astray after a 
baseline rally, then he held sene 
and fell to his knees after a bas- 
eline rally, then he held serve and 
fell to his knees after clinching the 
final point. 

Fitzgerald, who said he believed 
he had played better each day thr- 
ough practice, added that he idt 
the crowd was a major factor cm 
Monday. 

-It is just the greatest feeling of 
all time having that many people 
yelling your name and cheering 
for you." he said. “I think that was 
probably a little more emotional 
than any other match I have ever 
played. 

“1 can still fee! it now. 1 def- 
initely know I can play better than 
that, but 1 get the best out of my 
game in these types of matches.** 
he added. 

Australian Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke's presence was an added 
spur for Fitzgerald. *"1 could see 
him yelling and cheering just like 
everyone else and that was great." 

Fitzgerald said he also received 
much help and advice from Fraser 
at eourtside. “ He is a very good - 
tactician and we always plays a big 
part in my wins." 

Fraser, tempted during last t 
week 10 use Edmondson or McN- ‘ 
amee in place of Fitzgerald ui tbc 
singles, said: “i thought Filzy 
would win and that we could cause 
an upset in the first match — and 
we weren't that far from iL" 

He added he felt Australia 
could win the next two matches to 
clinch the cup 

Swedish captain Hans Obson 


said he kftevr from ihebejmagit 
would be a tough tie. • 

**f rt£!ad we've woe one match 
and sfiB have* good chance" he 
said. “Mats vu very good to 
break Cash's aaadtf aad Joafcab 
was almost sucee&s&db douigihe 
same tiring.” : ’1 : - 
Ny&tmm saidlxtetTk^erakfs 
clenched fist deiaoflstnttfft had 
not upset him. “This ts_a Dm* 
Cup final and dyou play at home 
you cat * ttaC he said, - 
In the first match. Cash was ha 
down badly fy bis serve. toad han- 
ded Wilander numerous pomt* 
through- unforced etftin. He ser- 
ved 16 double faults, seven in the 
last set. . ’ - ■ 

By contrast. tfte cool and steady 
Wilander had only one double 
fault in the three hour ami 15 min- 
ute match. 

Wilander said there had bees a 
- kxt more pressure Monday that 
when he won the Australian Open 
tide here two weeks agd - 
"When you play Grand Ptix 
tournaments you arc more relaxed 
but today Pat and 1 are playing for 
so many people, f am playing for 
Sweden, he is playing for Aus- 
tralia — it is another kind of pre- 
ssure." he said. "V\ * ’ 

Wilander felt he. had not rel- 
umed well Monday and he said he 
had trouble with the wind while 
serving. 

Cash. IK was obviously des- 
pondent after his low and moped 
through his press conference later, 
munching a sandwich and ans- 
wering questions »n mon- 
osyllables. . 

He said he also had trouble with 
the wind but fek he could have 
returned wilandefs second “serve 
better. 

' It was the first lime the pair 
have met in open competition and 
Cash said Wihmder had played 
"pretty much as 1 expected him 
to." 

The Australian, whose inr- 
casingly volatile temper , has bec- 
ame a problem lately, kept it well 
under control on Monday. He dis- 
puted one line call but quickly 
accepted the ruling of American 
umpire. Ron Bennett. 


Mohsin gives Pakistan 
solid start to 4th test 


MELBOURNE (Rj — Opener. 
Mohsin Khan gave Pakistan an 
excellent start to the fourth cricket 
test against Australia here Mon- 
day. 

Mohsin hit a chanceless 152 in 
354 minutes as Pakistan amassed 
a first innings total of 3(JR for five 
in their bid to win the match and 
square the series with one test 
remaining. 

It was the opener's best score 
against Australia but Mohsin was 
disappointed not to have beaten 
his highest test total of 200 against 
England. 

After falling leg before to vet- 
eran pace man Dennis Lillee — his 
only blemish — Mohsin declared: 

** T m sad I missed my chance to get. 
ray second 20(1 because the chance 
was there.” His Innings included 
one six and 1R fours. 

Most of his teammates found 
problems with the Australian att- 
ack. spearheaded by John Mag- 
uire. making his test debut along 
with off spinner Greg Matthews. 

But Mohsin did receive solid 
support from Zaheer Abbas until 
the Pakistani vice captain was run 
otft for 44. The mix-up — Mohsin 
stood his ground as Zaheer att- 
empted a second tun — ended a 
149-minute fourth wicket par- 


tnership worth 132. 

Pakistan began badly, losing 
Mudassar Nazar (hr seven with the 
total 13. He edged a Gcotf Law- 
son delivery to wicketkeeper 
Rodney Marsh. 

Oasim Omar added 51 in £5 
minutes for the second wicket 
before Maguire bowled him for 
23. 

Former captain Javed Mhmdad 
began aggressively and thrashed 
his first boundary for six off Mat- 
thews but went in a controversial 
incident after reaching 27. 

' He appeared to get an inside 
edge to a Maguire delivery, but 
few Australians appealed when 
Marsh took the ball. Umpire Tony 
C rafter took a few seconds raising 
his finger and Miandad departed 
shaking his head after ripping off 
' his gloves. 

Imran Khan, out of action for 
most of the tourlbecause of a shin 
injury, made a confident return to 
the test arena, hitting two bou- 
ndaries in his 1 1) not out before the 
close. Salim Malik contributed an 
unbeaten 2R. 

Maguire finished with two for 
6K off IX overs while Matthews 
was left awaiting his first test vic- 
tim after conceding 69 runs in 19 
overs. 


American sloop steals early 
honours in Sydney-Hobart race 


SYDNEY (R) — The American 
sloop Nirvana romped ahead of a 
record fleet of 173 yachts in the 
39th Sydney to Hobart yacht race 
cm Monday. 

The dark blue hulled 24.7 metre 
yacht skippered by television exe- 
cutive Marvin Green took only a 


few minutes to dear the heads — 
the entrance to Sydney harbour — 
after the start of the 630-mile 
race. 

The 21.6 metre Sydney sloop 
Apollo, skippered by. Warwick 
Rooklyn* snatched the early lead 
with a magnificent start. 


Car for sale 

Datsun 280 ZX 82 model. 27,000 km. colour burgundy stereo 
air conditioned and other extras. Excellent condition Duty 
unpaid. * 

For particular* phone 845880 between S - 7 pjn. 


-TO LET 


Furnished or unfurnished ground floor with h»u 

bedrooms, dining room, storeroom, big rvceotkm 
vate central heating, bathroom AiSSSl^: 
Location: Shmeisani, west to the birds garden. 

Can Tel: 6631 — - 

the evening 
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Bangladesh’s pearl 
trade loses its lustre 


Egypt cuts oil price 


GHAT IB HANG A, Bangladesh 
(R) — The lustre of Bangladeshi 
pearls has not dimmed, but the 
booming trade they once brought 
to the country 7 s southern coastline 
has dwindled. 

Once a major foreign-exchange 
earner, the pearl trade has lost 
traditional markets. 

Traders blame government neg- 
lect in the 12 years since ind- 
ependence. 

Last year, the pearl trade gro- 
ssed about SO million taka ($2 mil- 
lion), but traders estimate that 
Bangladeshi pearls fetch twice 
that price in international mar- 
kets. 

“Everyone in my family was 
once engaged in pearling. 1 am the 


only one-left now. The others have 
taken to fishing," said Mrs. Salima 
Khatun, a 60-year-old shabbily 
dressed woman. 

Mrs. Khatun has spent 2/3 of 
her life diving for oysters off this 
quiet island in the Bay of Bengal. 
She fears that shrinking pearl pro- 
duction may force traders to give 
up their traditional occupation by 
the end of the century. 

Until the early seventies, gem 
traders and their agents regularly 
visited villages along Lhe bay to 
buy pearls from the fishermen. 

The pearls they collected were 
sold in the gem markets of Dhaka. 
Calcutta. Bombay and New Delhi. 

Now only a few agents visit the 
villages occasionally, buying pea- 


rls at 2.500 taka (5100} an ounce. 
Those not sold are ground up for 
use in traditional medicines. 

Mr. Mohammad Rashid, a for- 
mer member of parliament and 
connoisseur of gems, said more 
than half Ghatibhanga's pop- 
ulation used to dive for pearls. 
Even the women went to sea with 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt said Monday it had decided to 
shave most of its crude oil export prices from Jan. 1, 
reflecting pressures in the surplus-laden world mar- 
ket for a general lowering of prices. 


But the reduction announced by 
a spokesman of the Egyptian 
General Petroleum Corporation 
(EGPC J was of only 50 U.S. cents 
off the price of benchmark Suez 
blend, bringing it to S2S for a bar- 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Saudi riyal deposit rates continue to slip 

BAHRAIN (R) — Interest rates on large Saudi riyal deposits at 
offshore banks in Bahrain continued to slip following Sunday's 
devaluation of the riyal to 3.50 to the dollar from 3.4ft. dealers 
said. The devaluation had encouraged some banks to unwind 
short positions in the riyal to take profits ahead of the year end. 
But dealers said some banks might be inclined to continue running 
short of riyals in case there is another devaiuation soon, possibly 
as early as next weekend. 

Turkey to issue high denomination coins 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey will introduce higher denomination 
coins at the start of next year to keep up with inflation, the 
treasury announced Monday. New coins of 20. 50 and 100 lira 
(about R. IS and 36 U.S. cents) will be brought into circulation 
along with the existing 5 and 10 lira (2 and 4 cent) coins, it said. 
Turkey's high inflation rate forced the cehtral bank to issue 
10.000 and 5.UUU lira (536 and $18) notes a few years ago. 

N. Yemen gets loan from Arab Fund 

BAHRAIN (R) — The Abu Dhabi-based Arab Fund Sunday 
granted North Yemen a loan of 529.6 million, to help offset its 
balance of payment deficit, the Emirates news agency (WAM) 
reported. The loan is repayble over 5 years in 4 instalments 
starting after a period of 3 ‘A years, WAM said. It carries an 
interest rate of 5 .2 per cent in the first year, rising to 6.4 percent in 
the fifth year, it said. The agency said this brought total loans to 
North Yemen by the fund to about S52.5 million. 

Guinea Bissau Revalues currency 

LISBON (R) — Guinea Bissau has halved the value of its cur- 
rency, 5 1 buying 80 pesos instead of 40. Portuguese radio rep- 
orted Sunday. The peso would undergo further monthly adj- 
ustments. the radio said, quoting a broadcast in the former Por- 
tuguese colony in West Africa. Traditional exports, such as gro- 
undnuts, would still be controlled by the state. The government 
raised prices paid to producers of rice by 76 per cent, and of 
groundnuts, its principal export, by 72 per cent. The broadcast 
said the measures were aimed at aiding exports which amounted 
to only S 1 1 to S 1 4 million annually against imports worth around 
S60-70 million. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 





'It's a new kind of diet. You eat until you 
feel guilty enough to do a couple 
of sit-ups!" 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




WHAT THE ANCIENT 
ROMANS COULC? PO 
EASILY THAT MOST 
M017ERNS HAVE 
PJFFfCULTY POIN©. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


nets to bring in oysters and other rel. 

shells. The spokesman said only 25 

He blames the dwindling trade cents had been taken off the price 
on unrestricted and indiscriminate of inferior BaJayim crude oil, bri- 
fishing of seed-pearls and the kii- nging it to 526.50. while the price 
ling of mother shells by coastal fis- of yet heavier Ras Gharib was act- 
hermen. ually raised bv 25 cents, to 524.75. 

Mr. Rashid wants the Ban- apparently reflecting a^mdre bno- 
gladesh government to declare y*mt marl ret for th“M* ?f ■ 
potentially rich pearl-growing u ^ P ura f s * bou f, 75 ' ) ' 000 
areas out-of-hound, for fishinc barrels dady of crude o.I and esp- 


Answer here: 


turday's 


Jumbles-. ANNOY YIELD 


(Answers tomorrow) 
ECZEMA TAMPER 


Answer: The doctor practiced acupuncture on the 
side in order to pick up this — PIN MONEY 


on unrestricted and indiscriminate 
fishing of seed-pearls and the kil- 
ling of mother shells by coastal fis- 
hermen. 

Mr. Rashid wants the Ban- 
gladesh government to declare 
potentially rich pearl-growing 
areas out-of-bounds for fishing. 
He also suggests the establishment 
of a government department ro 
guide pearl-divers. 

The government should also 
study the feasibility of producing 
pearls artificially, he said. 

There are stiU about 3UU fam- 
ilies here and on nearby islands 
engaged in pearling. 

Mr. Rashid said the average 
monthly catch by a family is 5 oun- 
ces. 

The pearlers still use age-old 
methods to search for the elusive 
gems, burrowing into sea- weed 
and sand for oysters and other 
shells during eb-tide. 

They then boil the shells in mud 
pots and separate their valves with 
specially designed knives to get 
the flesh out. 

After carefully washing the 
flesh in a iresh-waier jar. the diver 
is occasionally rewarded with the 
glimmer of a pearl hidden in its 
folds. 

Despite the difficulties. Mrs. 
Khatun said she could not think of 
ever giving up the search. 

“The pearls are white gold, and 
they have been part of my life for 
far too long,” she said. 


orts about I (3 of that, a bigger 
export volume than some smaller 
members of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) to which the Egyptians 
do not belong. 

Although not bound by the 
price and production rules that 
OPEC has introduced in its effort 
to ride out the prevailing world 
oversupply of oil, Egypt, sorely 
needing hard currency and hurt by 
price cuts last year, has struggled 
to help defend the price line. 

The 5()-ccnt reduction on Suez 
blend for January follows a 
4-month Egyptian price freeze. 


Share prices rise to new 
record high in Tokyo 


TOKYO (R.) — Share prices soa- 
red to a record high on the Tokyo 
stock exchange Monday as more* 
signs emerged of Japan's eco- 
nomic recovery. 

The market indicator put on 
141.72 points to a closing 
9.846.57 as 620 million shares 
changed hands, with Japanese 
investors happy to see Prime Min- 
ister Yasuhtro Nakasone leading a 
new Liberal Democratic Party 
administration in parliament. 

Mr. Nakasone returned to 
power Monday when the Liberal 
Democrats stitched together a 
new alliance to maintain power 
after losing a number of seats in 
the election earlier this month. 

Mr. Seishiro Fukazawa. a sto- 
ckbroker at Nomura Securities, 
one of the country's largest firms, 
said “the main factor for the buo- 
yancy Monday was the alliance." 


However, he added “investors 
arc becoming more confident 
about the Japanese economic rec- 
overy.” 

The market was given more 
evidence of the recovery when the 
industry ministry announced 
Japan's industrial production rose 
just over 2 per cent in November 
compared with October. 

Also Monday came news that 
Japanese retail sales in November 
were about 4 per cent up on the 
same month last year, enc- 
ouraging news for the gov- 
ernment. which hopes to see a 
large increase in consumer spe- 
nding at home next year. 

Throughout most of this year 
the Japanese economy has been 
growing on the back of higher 
exports and Mr. Nakasone wants 
home demand to expand to form 
the bedrock of a 1984 economic 


revival, with higher imports mee- 
ting overseas criticism about 
Japan's exporting success. 

However. Japanese carmakers 
Monday said they exported 
460.000 vehicles last month, nea- 
rly 6 per cent up on November 
1 982. 

There was no evidence of for- 
eign activity in the Japanese share 
market Monday thanks to the Chr- 
istmas holiday around the world, 
but brokers here say they could be 
back with buying orders soon, 
which would continue the year- 
end rally. 

The lack of overseas interest left 
the Tokyo foreign exchange mar- 
ket virtually dead in the water 
Monday and the dollar ended little 
changed from the close of trading 
in New York on Friday at 234.15 
yen. 


Scandinavian stock markets are booming 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Sca- 
nditmvia's stock; exchanges, are 
bpounng.as foreign investors are 
attracted by lhe countries'.stabie 
currencies and bargain share pri- 
ces, and analysts say the upward 
movement is likely to continue 
through 19R4. 

The bourses in Stockholm. 
Copenhagen. Oslo and Helsinki 
all reported record turnovers in 
the first 1 0 or 1 1 months of 1 983 
and share indices hit new peaks, 
putting the performance of all 4 
among the best in the world. 

Analysts say 1984 is not likely 
to see growth in volume and share 
prices at this year's explosive 
rates, but it should still be steady. 

The current boom was sparked 
off by changes in investment laws 
in 1981, and took off as foreign 
investors, increasingly looking to 
diversify their share holdings, 
began to believe that Sca- 
ndinavian stocks were und- 
ervalued. 


Peanuts 


I’M All 5ET FOR THE 
CHRJ5TMA5 PLAY..PO I 
LOOK LIKE AH ANGEL 7 



In Stockholm, the largest of the 
bourses, share prices have risen by 
an average 69 per cent since Jan- 
uary. boosted by tax changes 
which increased the incentive for 
individuals to buy shares, and by a 
16 per cent devaluation of the 
Swedish crown in October 1 982. 
which prompted an influx from 
foreign investors. 

Total turnover on the Sto- 
ckholm exchange more than dou- 
bled to 77.38 billion crowas (59.5 
billion} in the first 11 months of 
this year. 

In Copenhagen, where turnover 
increased by over 3 times, the 
share price rise has tailed off rec- 
ently. though only after a hectic 
first 8 months in which the bourse 
index doubled. 

Danish dealers blamed the slo- 
wdown of the last few weeks on 
uncertainty about the future of the 
minority government. Prime Min- 
ister PouJ Schluetcr earlier ann- 


YOU LOOK FINE ...ARE 
YOU GOING TO WALK TO 
THE AUPfTORIUM LIKE THAT? 


ounced a snap general election for 
Jan. If) after parliament threw out 
his budget. . ‘ 

The government’s derision to 
lift a ban on Danes buying shares 
abroad from Jan. 1 . iyK4 also int- 
roduced a note of caution into the 
market, they added. 

Mr. Klaus Pedersen, director of 
analysts Boersinformation. said 
the move could lead to substantial 
falls in some share prices as Dan- 
ish investors looked to larger Eur- 
opean markets such as London or 
Frankfurt, although industry Min- 
ister ib Slettcr said he did not bel- 
ieve there would be a big rush for 
foreign shares. 

The huge increase in trading has 
forced the Danish bourse to rec- 
onsider its quotation system, 
under which each share is auc- 
tioned in turn and which means 
sessions often last well into the 
evening. The bourse secretariat 
said a committee will be set up in 
the new year to examine possible 


CAN YOU GET 
YOUR COAT ON 
OVER YOUR UJIN65? 


changes. 

A similar problentfhas affected 
Stockholm, where the system for 
registering bourse transactions fai- 
led in May and closed the exc- 
hange for a week. 

In Oslo, turnover was boosted 
by the introduction of new share 
funds, which increased interest in 
shares among private investors, 
and by the lifting of reslrictions on 
the amount of Norwegian shares 
foreigners may own. 

Share turnover on the Oslo 
bourse rose by over 4 times to 6.34 
billion Norwegian crowns ($810 
million] in the first 1! months of 
1 983. and the general index, set at 
1 00 in Januaiy. peaked at 1 84.R4 
in October. 

In Helsinki, total turnover for 
the first 1 1 months was 3.15 bil- 
lion Finnish marks (5540 million) 
compared with 2.52 billion (5430 
million} in the same period last 
year. 




Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


I'LL OPEN THE 
BANK VAULT 
i FOR VOU IN | 
l A JIFFY, J 
K SIR/ AY 



Andy Capp 


THAT LASS HAS BEEN 
CHATTING TO AN BY « 
FOR AGES, RUBE- is 
there anything 
BETWEEN THEM? J 
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Oil market analysts said an 
Egyptian cut was inevitable after 
the Soviet Union shaved 75 cents 
oft prices for its Urals crude, 
which competes with the very sim- 
ilar Suez blend, earlier this month. 

The Egyptians, however, have 
trimmed cautiously and their 
move may not have too much of an 
unsettling effect when the oil mar- 
ket resumes serious trading after 
Christmas. 

OPECs chief concern is pro- 
bably stiU whether Britain, one of 
the biggest non-OPEC producers, 
will manage to hold current prices 
for North Sea crude oil in the new 
year, the analysts said. 

At the last report, the British 
National Oil Corporation 
(BNOC) had resisted pressure for 
a price reduction from January. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27, 1983 
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GENERAL TENDENCIES: This is a very interesting day 
since it brings you the chance to make some long-range 
plans early in the day. However, pace yourself so you do 
not defeat your purposes by being too impulsive. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Plan how to get partnership 
matters working well for a long time to come. Reach 
definite decisions and do not deviate. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Concentrate on how best 
to take care of problematical affairs connected with work 
during the new year ahead. Listen to a co-worker. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) You have fine creative 
ideas for the days ahead that should be whittled down to 
the practical before presenting to bigwigs. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Get busy solv- 
ing some condition at home that does not please you and 
bring more harmony there. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) Handle tasks in such a way 
that you gam your goals more easily. Be careful not to be 
too forceful with partners. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) You are thinking in a prac- 
tical vein and can also get your property improved. Shop 
around so you can stay within your budgeL 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Go after personal aims that 
will last for some time and gain them. Do whatever work 
is necessary. Spend evening with friends. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) Early analyze just where 
you are going and how best to gain your goals in the future. 
Avoid arguments with loved ones. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Consider what it is 
that you most want and then plan how to get it. Friends 
should be approached tactfully at this time. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Lei a bigwig know 
what your civic goals are and gain support. Do nothing 
cantankerous that could spoil your chances. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Become more en- 
thusiastic about work to be done which can increase pro- 
duction and bring you greater benefits. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Improve your relationships 
with persons who are wealthy and secure and you can 
make your own life more satisfying. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will be 
exposed to all standard moral codes and accepted modes 
of procedure which can spell greater success in life. One 
who will love to study and be willing to work. Be sure your 
progeny does not overeat or indulge in many sweets. 

"The Stars impel: they do not compel." What you make 
of your life is largely up to you! 



THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Certain 
yams 

5 “Ad — per 
aspera” 

10 WW1I town 

14 Money, 
slangily 

15 Condescend 

16 Fellow 

17 Uly plant 

18 “Marching 
as — " 

19 Lacosteof 
tennis 

20 Groundkeep- 
er J s equip- 
ment 

22 Pretend 

23 Startled 
observer 

24 Fish sauce 


25 Despises 

27 Close at 
hand 

31 Resplen- 
dence 

32 Be disdain- 
ful of 

33 Extinct 
bird 

34 Corrode 

35 Hardship 

36 Isle 

37 Gun org. 

38 Greek city- 
state 

39 Perfume, 

In a way 

41 A poet 
laureate 

43 Cavalryman 

44 Fishing 
boat 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


naoQ nanaaraaaa 
0000 mnraaa racinn 
wraHannnnaciHaHHDi 
aao chibs Banana 
fir j ran ciana 
naoaiia rawaa ana 
□onicjfl anon anan 
arjaaaaaacaanancn^ 
BQ0H anaa oaaaa 
hdb gsqh Hnanaa 
pinna nana 
sansoa huqb Han 
saQaaarainnBQanaa 
□HEi0 mi, mi ni niacin 
BsaoramciBa aana 


45 Ridiculous 
failure 

47 Iridescent 
lining 

49 French 
police 

52 Profess 

53 Dog 

54 River of 
Zaire 

55 Negri of 
the silents 

56 Pioneer’s 
conveyance 

57 Blend 

58 Warhol or 
Griffith 

59 Coin 
receivers 

60 Pronoun 

DOWN 

1 Bedouin 
headband 

2 Composer 
Bart ok 

3 Vacillates 

4 One having 
a strong 
voice 

5 John and 
Mary 

6 Vermont ski 
resort 

7 Popular 
film, 1975 

8 Heard on 
the veldt 

9 Mo. 

10 Movies 


by John H. Hales 


11 O'Neill 
play 

12 Auld — syne 

13 Store sign 

21 Contrary 
girl of 
rhyme 

22 Flutter 

24 Cherub 

25 Deputy 

26 Strident 
noise 

28 Sounds from 
) a byre 

29 Din 

30 Spud 

32 Farm 

building 

35 Promising 

38 Burning 
heap 

39 Place for 
asala 

40 Cover a 
pie 

42 Part of 
Scandinavia 

43 Women 

46 Smelter’s 
item 

47 Cal. wine 
valley 

i 48 English 
river 

49 Target 

50 Essayist 

51 Spanish 
painter 

53 Druggist’s 
measures 


©1983 Tribune Company Syndicate, Inc. 
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Gandhi’s party 

faces setback 
in by-elections 

NEW DELHI (R) — Prime Minister Indira Gan- 
dhi’s ruling Congress (1) Party has been mauled in 
key by-elections in two northern Indian strongholds, 
but emerged triumphant in polls in three other sta- 
tes. 




With the final result from by- 
elections in 14 constituencies dec- 
lared early the Congress f I) party 
took nine seats and opposition 
. parties five. 

Opposition groups and political 
^commentators had predicted res- 
ults qf the polls would be a major 
influence on Mrs. Gandhi when 
she decides on a date for national 
elections, due sometime in the 
coming year. 

Former Foreign Minister and 
right-wing opposition leader Atal 
Behari Vajpayee said in a speech 
Sunday Mrs. Gandhi was planning 
a general election before March 
and ahead of planned taxation inc- 
reases in the annual budget. 

But results of the polls held on 
Friday will give mixed signals to 
the 66-year-old prime minister. 

They, are likely to be heavily 
debated in the corridors of aCon- 
grcss national convention starting 
m Calcutta Tuesday. The opp- 
osition says the gathering heralds 
the launching of the ruling party's 
election campaign. 

Mrs..Gandhi, returned to power 
with a two-thirds majority in 
1 980. must hold national elections 
by early January 1985. 

The by-elections were held in 
the Hindi-speaking belt of nor- 
thern India, from which Mrs. 
Gandhi draws much of her sup- 
port and which would be crucial in 
a genera? election, and the 
Marxist-rulqd state of West Ben- 
gal. 

While Mrs. Gandhi’s party sco- 
red two morale-boosting wins aga- 


inst the Communists in West Ben- 
gal and notched up significant vic- 
tories in the states of Haryana and 
Bihar, it was badly beated in four 
out of six seats at stake in its tra- 
ditional stronghold of Uttar Pra- 
desh. 

The elections were for three 
seats in the national parliament in 
Delhi and 1 1 in local state ass- 
emblies. 

Congress won only one of the 
three parliamentary seats, losing 
to the pro-Soviet Communist 
Party of India (CPI) in Bihar and 
to the Janata Party in Uttar Pra- 
desh. 

The Indian express newspaper 
predicted a major Congress party 
shake-up in Uttar Pradesh fol- 
lowing the severe setbacks there 
and said it would be no surprise it 
state Chief Minister Shnpati 
Misra was sacked. _ 

The Hindi belt plays a pivotal 
role in Indian politics. Of the cou- 
ntry’s 22 states, the four northern 
ones of Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh and Bihar com- 
mand 189 seats in the 544- 
member lower house of par- 
liament. 

Uttar Pradesh alone commands 
85 seats and is an indicator of ele- 
ctoral feeling. No Indian prime 
minister since independence in 
1947 has secured power without 
doing well in Uttar Pradesh, which 
lies along the Ganges River and 
has a population of some 95 mil- 
lion. 

India's opposition remains div- 
ided but two non-Coro munist all- 


Indira Gandhi 

iances have been formed in ant- 
icipation of national polls. 

Janata, the rump of the coa- 
lition that ousted Mrs. Gandhi in 
1977 and ruled until 19KIJ. is the 
core of one of the groupings. The 
other is composed of the right- 
wing Hindu Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) and the country- 
based Lofc Dal (People's Party). 

The BJP. fighting in an area of 
traditional support, appeared to 
be the main loser. It won none of 
the seats it contested. A surprise 
winner was the Rashtriya Sanjay 
Manch party of Maneka Gandhi, 
which took an assembly seat in 
Uttar Pradesh. 

Maneka, estranged daughter- 
in-law of the prime minister, is a 
perpetual thorn in Mrs. Gandhi's 
side and has formed her own fle- 
dgling party. She has promised to 
stand against Mrs. Gandhi's pol- 
itician son Rajiv Gandhi in nat- 
ional elections. 

in an editorial Monday, the 
Congress newspaper the National 
Herald hailed the elections as a 
success for the Congress and und- 
erlined the Communist defeat in 
West Bengal. 

But the Times of India said the 
defeat of a Muslim Congress can- 
didate in the Uttar Pradesh par- 
liamentary election put into que- 
stion this minority group’s tra- 
ditional support for the Congress. 

Mrs. Gandhi has recently been 
wooing Hindu organisations and 
this has apparently worried the 
Muslims. 


Police name 
4 slain 

Zimbabweans 

HARARE (R) — Police Monday 
named four members of a white’ 
family killed by rebels last week in 
Zimbabwe's troubled sou- 
thwestern province of Mat- 
abeteland. 

They were Charles Loxton. his 
wife Rosemary Anne, their 20- 
year-old daughter Julie and Lox- 
ton's brother. Anthony William 
Loxton. 

A police spokesman said ope- 
rations against the dissidents were 
continuing. 

The government accuses the 
dissidents, who iL says are former 
guerrillas of Joshua Nkomo in the 
war against white rule, of mur- 
dering at least 1 UO people in Mat- 
abeleland in the last 22 months. 
Mr. Nkomo. whose power base is 
Matabeleland. denies the charge. 


Police blame 
IRA for 
London blast 

LONDON (R) — A Christmas 
day bomb which slightly injured 
two passers-by in central Lon- 
don was probably the work of gue- 
rrillas fighting to end British rule 
in Northern Ireland, police said. 

The head of the anti-terrorist 
squad. Commander Bill Huc- 
klesby, told reporters Sunday 
night the blast in a litter bin off 
Oxford Street was a clear warning 
to shoppers planning to visit Lon- 
don for the traditional post- 
Christmas sales. 

“The indications are that this is 
a continuation of the series of 
bombs we have had,” he said. 

No-one claimed responsibility 
for Sunday’s blast, which injured 
two men window-shopping at sto- 
res closed for the Christmas hol- 
iday. 

Police cordoned off the area to 
search hundreds of shops 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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GET YOUR RUFF 


Neither vulnerable. South 
deals.- 

NORTH 

♦ 105 
AQ83 

0 J93 

♦ Q432 

WEST EAST 
♦ 7643 ♦ Q 

'P J 972 <710654 

0AK4 0 10852 

*K7 ♦ A J109 

SOUTH 

♦ AKJ982 

0 Q 76 

♦ 865 
The bidding: 

South West North East 
) ♦ Pass 1 NT Pass 
2 ♦ Pass- Pass Pass 
Opening lead: King of 0 . 1 

U.S. internationalist Eddie. 
Kantar of Los Angeles is one 
of the country’s great 
teachers. And you can 
benefit from a private lesson, 
at a price that would be a 
crime to turn down. His new 
book, “Kantar for the. 
Defense, Volume 1” (Wilshire, 
Books. 204 pp., paperback. 
$5. Available postpaid from: 
Bridge World, 39 West 94th] 
St., New York, N.Y. 10025> 
deserves to find a place onj 
your book shelf. 

You are presented with! 
100 problems (101 if you. 


count this one, which appears 
on the cover) as you would 
meet them at the table — 
you see your hand as 
defender and the dummy, 
and you are told what part- 
ner and dedarer play to each 
trick. “By the time you have 
finished the book, your 
defense will have improved 
tenfold. To help you along,' 
the key points of each prob- 
lem are lucidly explained at 
the end of each hand. 

Cover up the East and 
South hands and decide how 
you would defend. You lead 
the king of diamonds, part- 
ner plays the two and 
declarer the six. At trick two 
you switch to the king of 
clubs, partner drops the jack 
and declarer the five. How do 
you continue? 

“Cash the ace of diamonds 
before exiting with your re- 
maining dub. Partner's play 
of the jack of dubs promises 
the ten, so you should envi- 
sion a discard coming upon 
the ace of dubs. 

“On the third club you 
discard your remaining dia- 
mond. Partner returns a dia- 
mond at trick six, which you 
ruff for the setting trick. You 
defend so beautifully.” 

Well, maybe not before 
you read the book. But cer- 
tainly thereafter! 


Nakasone 
gets back 
his job 

TOKYO lR) — Japan's par- 
liament voted Prime Minister 
Yasuhiro Nakasone back into off- 
ice Monday after his ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) patched 
together alliances to shore up its 
grip on power. 

Pro-Western Nakasone was 
re-elected when parliament rec- 
onvened after the LDP boosted its 
effective strength to 267 seats in 
the 511-member House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

The LDP, left holding a thin 
majority after its bruising setback 
in the Dec. 18 general elections, 
enlisted the support of splinter 
conservative group and ind- 
ependents to secure Mr. Nak- 
asone’s safe return. 

The LDP woo only 250 seats in 
the elections but secured a small* 
majority by quickly recruiting 
nine independents. 

Earlier Monday it forged an all- 
iance with the eight-seat New Lib- 
eral Club (NLC) to give it. 267 
seats — guaranteeing control of 
the key house budget committee 
and 14 other panels among the 1 8 
standing house committees. 

Mr. Nakasone won 265 of the 
509 votes cast in the house ballot 
for prime minister. Two members 
were absent 

The deal with the NLC pro- 
mpted speculation that Mr. Nak- 
asone will appoint a member ofj 
the party to his new adm- 
inistration. 


Spain pays tribute to Catalan painter 


•MADRID (Rj — Spain Monday 
paid tribute to Catalan painter 
Joan Miro. one of the most inn- 
ovative and best-known artists of 
the century, who died Sunday 
aged 90 at his home on the Med- 
iterranean island of Majorca. 

Relatives said the painter, who 
was bom on April 20. 1893. in 
Barcelona, died peacefully in his 
sleep. 

Nliro won international fame 
for his distinctive style of 
brightly-coloured blobs and squ- 
iggles and like fellow Catalan art- 
ist Salvador Dali, who survives 
him. was a leading figure of the 
surrealist movement formed in 
Paris in the 1920s. 

Artists and intellectuals paid 
tribute to Miro's work as pre- 


parations were made for burial 
this week in 'Barcelona, the Cat- 
alan' regional capital, in acc- 
ordance with his wishes. 

Spanish poet Rafael Alberti. 
81 , who is also known for his links 
with the surrealist movement, told 
reporters Miro's death was a huge 
loss to art and culture.” He was a 
hero of 20th century painting," 
Mr. AJberd said. 

Miro's death means 79-year- 
old Dali, who has been in poor 
health because of his age. is one of 
the last and most important sur- 
viving members of the surrealist 
group. 

A friend said Dali was grieved 
at the news of the death. 

Miro had been unwell for the _ 


past two years and in 1982 had a 
bean pacemaker inserted and 
underwent surgery for the rem- 
oval of cataracts from both eyes. 

A supporter of the left-wing 
republic crushed by Gen. Fra- 
ncisco Franco in the 1936-39 Spa- 
nish civil war. Miro lived under 
Franco’s dictatorship as a semi- 
red use in his adopted island home 
of Majorca. 

Feted as a national figure after 
.Franco's death in 1975. his murals 
and sculptures adorn several pub- 
lic buildings in Spain and have 
been viewed in exhibitions around 
the world. 

But Miro remained fiercely 
proud of his Catalan roots and rel- 
atives said be had asked for the 


Catalan language to be used ins- 
tead of Spanish at his burial cer- 
emony. . 

Earlier this year. B*rcdocas 
city council organised an int- 
ernational homage to celebrate his 
90th birthday, which was foBowcd 
later by an exhibition of his w oris 
in Madrid. 

King Juan Carlos and Queen 
Sofia have sent a mes s a ge of con- 
dolence to Miro's widow. Pilar, 
and his daughter. Dolores. 

As a mas. Miro was known to 
be quiet and reserv ed but his eni- 
gmatic and dream -like creations 
enchanted many art lovers. 

“I never dream when Pm sle- 
eping. only when I'm awake." be 
once said. 



Pope appeals 
for an end 
to hunger 

VATICAN CITY (R) — Pope 
John Paul II wished the world a 
happy Christmas in 44 languages 
Sunday and urged that money 
spent on weapons be diverted to 
eradicating the “unspeakable sor- 
row” of hunger. 

John Paul made the appeal in 
his twice-yearly “urbi et orbf’ (to 
the city and the world) message 
before some 35.000 people in Sl 
P eter’s Square. 

Speaking in the form of a pra- 
yer. John Paul asked God to look 
“upon the men and women who 
are dying of hunger; while eno- 
rmous sums are being spent on 
weapons.” • 

He said: “Look upon the uns- 
peakable sorrow of parents wit- 
nessing the agony of their chi- 
ldren. imploring them for bread 
they do not have, but which could 
be obtained with even a Liny part 
of the suras poured out on sop- 
histicated means of destruction” 

He said the cry -of peace rising 
from people martyred by war was 
a call to all humanity to seek fan- 
solutions to conflicts through neg- 
otiations and dialogue. 


U.S. freezes through Xmas 


NEW YORK (Ri — The United 
States shivered through one of the 
coldest Christmases on record 
with more than 125 low tem- 
perature marks broken in what 
National Weather Service officials 
said may be the coldest snap of the 
century. 

From the Pacific Northwest to 
southern Florida, normally a ref- 
uge from the winter cold, and from 
the great lakes in the north to 
Texas in the south, the mercuy 
plummeted, threatening citrus 
crops, stranding travellers and dis- 
rupting holiday plans. 

Records for the day that had 
stood for more than 100 years 
were shattered. Some 150 deaths, 
mostly traffic related, have been 
attributed to the cold wave which 
began on Dec. 17. 

The Christmas day low was rep- 
orted to be 39 degrees befow zero 
Fahrenheit ( — 39.4° Centigrade) 
in Havre, Montana. 

In Washington. D.C.. it was the 


coldest Christmas day on record 
with a low of three degrees 
(— 16° C». 

“This may be the coldest snapof 
the century.” a National Weather 
Service official in Kansas City told 
reporters. 

Citrus growers in Florida pre- 
dicted substantial damage to the 
s multi-million dollar citrus crop as 
temperatures sank as low as 26 
degrees X— 9 Cf. 

Temperatures well below fre- 
ezing were forecast for most of 
Florida overnight 

Texas, too. remained in the grip 
of the Arctic front, with record 
low temperatures threatening to 
- devastate the S I OO-mfllion-a-year 
citrus industry in the lower Rio 
Grande Valley. 

“If it keeps up like this, we're 
going to have a major disaster,” 
industry spokesman 'said. 

With temperatures rising no 
higher than the teens in much of 
the Sun belt state, many cities, inc- 


luding Houston. Dallas, Fort 
Worth and San Antonio, urged 
residents to take conservation 
measures. 

In Atlanta, high winds blew 
down power lines, leaving 15.000 
people without electricity on Chr- 
istmas morning. 

In Oregon in the northwest, 
temperatures plunged to 30 deg- 
rees befow zero (— 34.4" C). kil- 
ling hundreds of thousands of sal- 
mon in the frozen ponds of the 
state fish hatchery, according to 
the State Department of Fish and 
wildlife. 

Police in Minnesota reported 
motels in some places were filled 
with drivers unable to continue 
because blowing snow cut vis- 
ibility to near zero. 

In Chicago, where a 25 below 
zero ( — 31“ C) temperature was 
the coldest ever recorded in the 
city on a Christmas eve. tem- 
peratures hovered around zero 
( — 17° C) on Christmas day. 


Ershad ignores opposition deadline 


DHAKA (R - ) — Bangladesh mil- 
itary ruler Hossain Mohammad 
Ershad has quietly ignored a dea- 
dline set by his civilian opponents 
to accept demands they said would 
help settle political disputes. 

The one-week deadline that 
expired Monday was set by two 
opposition *nianrg< represe ntin g 
22 parties after they called off a 
countrywide general strike on 
Dec. 20. 

Opposition sources said they 
dropped the strike plan to allow 
the military rulers time to fulfil 
preconditions for joining talks. 

proposed by Gen. Ershad after six 
people were killed and over 500 
injured during anti-government 
violence last month. 


“But we are disappointed that 
he has not accepted the pre- 
conditions which could ease the 
process for the talks.” said Tofaej 
Ahmed, a leader of the Awami 
League party which leads a 15- 
party opposition alliance. 

The talks were expected to get 
underway early next month and 
invitation to leaders of more than 
70 political parties and groups 
would be issued this week, gov- 
ernment officials said. 

Mr. Ahmed said he thought 
there was little chance for a dia-' 
logue with Gen. Ershad unless he 
lifted a ban on political activity 
and conceded other demands. 

He said the political parties 
would now proceed with their 


plans for a fresh half-day general 
strike on Jan. 4 to start a new 
phase of their struggle for dem- 
ocracy. 

A spokesman of the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP), which 
heads a separate seven-party all- 
iance. told Reuters they were con- 
cerned over Gen. Ersharf s apathy 
at political parties' demands. 

Their demands include imm- 
ediate restoration of political act- 
ivity. lifting of martial law and a. 
parliamentary election to precede 
presidential polls next year. 

The 53-year-old Erehad. who 
named himself president earlier, 
this month, has set the date for a 
presidential election on May 24 
and parliamentary polls on Nov. 
25. 


South Africans allegedly 
occupy Angolan town 


LISBON (R) — South Africa has 
occupied the town of Cassinga, 
more than 200 kilometres inside 
Angola, in a big mflitaiy operation * 
throughout the south of the cou- 
ntry. the official Angolan news 
agency ANGOP said Monday. 

Deputy Foreign Affairs Min- 
ister Venancio de Monra said the 
South African troops occupied the 
town in Hilda Province last Thu- 
rsday. ANGOP reported. 

Mr. De Moura said the invading 
force included three motorised 
brigades, four artillery groups and 
a force of 100 planes which con- 
stantly flew overhead and bombed 
economic targets as well as schools 
and villages. 

The minister, speaking at a 
weekend press conference in Lua- 
nda, said the Angolan armed for- 


ces successfully brat back a South 
African attack on Caiundo, Kua- 
ndo Kubango Province, killing six 
soldiers, three black and three 
white, shooting down a Mirage 
fighter and capturing large qua- 
ntities of arms. 

In Pretoria, a Defence Force 
spokesman declined to comment 
on Angolan reports that South 
African planes bombed several 
villages in southern Angola on 
Saturday. 

He said be could not add to a 
statement last week by military 
chief Gen. Constand Viljoen that 
the republic’s forces were con- 
■ ducting a limited campaign in 
Angola against guerrillas of the 
South West Africa People's Org- 
anisation (SWAPO). 


Walesa denies split in 
underground leadership 


PARIS (R ) — Solidarity chairman 
Lech Walesa said in an interview 
published Monday that there were 
no major disagreements between 
himself and underground leaders 
of the banned independent Polish 
trade union. 

“ I know that certain journalists 
in the West say they exist They 
take apart my words, they build up 
speculations, and hastily conclude 
that the proposals I have made 
reveal misunderstandings. It's not 
true,” Mr. Walesa told die left- 
wing French daily Le Matin. 

“Some have even gone’ so far as 
to say that I have spoken of ‘error’. 
That also is false. I have never pas- 
sed judgement on the und- 
erground leaders and I will not 


change my attitude.” 

Mr. Walesa reaffirmed Sol- 
idarity* s intention to organise pro- 
test action a gains t expected food 
price increases in Poland, buz ref- 
used to say when or in what form: 

Commenting on the subdued 
nature of demonstrations in Polish 
cities on Dec. 16 against two years 
martial law. Mr. Walesa said he 
did not consider they were a fai- 
lure. 

“Because we are partisans of a 
fight carried out in peace, without 
any violence, we are particularly 
satisfied by the spirit (shown) by 

. our people, “the 1983 Nobel 
Peace Prize recipient said. 


South African gambling complex booms in the wilderness 


By Richard lander 

Roller 

SUN CITY, Bophuthatswana. 
South Africa — The two- lan- 
guages of this gambling and ent- 
ertainment complex in the South 
African bush — money and sho- 
wbiz — rang out loudly as Sun City 
marked its fourth, booming bir- 
thday this month. 

In the 8.000-seat superbowl, 
flamboyant American pianist Lib- 
erace came onto the stage driving 
a silver Rolls Royce and draped in 
a white, floor-length fur coaL 

At the same time. 10 of the 
world's best golfers were chasing 
SI million in prize money on the 
Sun City course. 

Sited in remote, semi-arid Bop- 
buthatswana, a nominally ind- 
ependent South African hom- 
eland for blacks. Sun City’s mod- 
em structures and pampered 
lawns strike a huge contrast with 
crude mud huts and sleepy don- 
keys dotted about the surrounding 
scrab- 

The winner of the golf tou- 
rnament, Spain’s Severiano Bal- 
lesteros, picked up a 1300,000 
cheque, making in four days what 
it wou ld tak e an ave rage Bop- 


huthatswana citizen almost 1.000 
years to earn. 

Sun City is doing good business 
providing South Africans of all 
races with a brand of brash, car- 
efree fun unobtainable iq their 
own country. The brainchild of 
South African hotel entrepreneur 
Sol Kerzner, the complex, with its 
750-metre long recreational lake, 
is entirely man-made. 

In place of the scrub. 1,000 tra- 
nsplanted bougainvilleas now 
grow on the surrounding hills. 

Around 1.3 million visitors a 
year pass through Sun City’s gates 
in search of a good time, spending 
a total of SI 00 million. 

The management is coy about 
exactly how much money it 
makes, although it acknowledges 
that the gaming tables account for 
the lion’s share of the profits. 

Top gamblers are given cel- 
ebrity treatment with free flights 
available at any time they choose 
to try their luck. 

About 1 ,500 people can be acc- 
ommodated overnight in the lux- 
ury hotel and chalets, but many 
guests come just for the day and 
drive or fly hundreds of kilometres 
to gamble, watch the superstars, 
play sport or just lie by the pool 


and drink. 

“I don't think there's a place in 
the work) which can compete with 
what Sun City has to offer,” said 
Austrian-born general manager 
Peter Wagner. 

When comparisons to other 
resorts such as Las Vegas are men- 
tioned. he takes issue and says 
there are important differences. 

Clean image 

Mr. Wagner says that only 40| 
per cent of Sun City customers! 
come for the gambling and says* 
that prostitution and drugs are 
non-existent here. 

“We’ve never had a prostitute 
problem. We have a family image 
to keep up and we’re very strict on 
that. We’ve lost business from 
groups seeking that sort of thing,” 
he said. 

Sun City can be all things to all 
people. In one part, a ^gaudy 
slot-machine pit complete with 
waterfall is thronged with hol- 
idaymakers chancing a dollar a go 
in the hope of ending up knee 
deep in coins. 

But 100 metres away, cigar 
smoke and expensive perfume 
waft through the mirrored casino 
where gamblers toss around 


SI ,000 chips as if they were wor- 
thless bangles. 

Some overseas visitors have 
been surprised by what Sun City 
offers. When American boxer 
Mike Weaver came to fight here 
two years ago, he prepared for the 
-worst that Africa could throw at 
him and brought everything from . 
chickens to toilet paper, as well as 
a personal cook. 

Although apartheid (racial sep- 
aration) is non-existent here and 
blacks from a healthy percentage 
of the clients, politics and Sun City 
have never been far apart. 

For many critics of South Afr- 
ica. Bophuthatswana, fragmented 
. info seven disparate blocks, is the 
epitome of apartheid and is seen 
widely as a dumping ground for 
unwanted blacks. It is not rec- 
ognised as independent by any 
government outside Pretoria. 

Neighbourhood poverty 

It would be difficult to mi<x the 
gap between Sun City’s opulence 
and grinding rural poverty just a 
few kilometres away. 

But hotel officials say the com- 
plex is benefiting the local eco- 
nomy by providing 1 ,500 jobs for 
local citizens and swelling the 


homeland government’s coffers 
through taxes and the state's 50 
per cent ownership share. 

Mr. Wagner says the aim now is 
to attract more overseas tourists, 
building on publicity generated by 
the sports and entertainment stars 
who have played here. A 250- 
room five-star hotel is springing 
up, designed to entice foreign vis- 
itors. 

Among those who have per- 
formed here are Fr ank Sinatara 
and rock stars Elton John and Rod 
Stewart 

While they have put Sun City on 
the map, they have also brought 
.more criticism from aati- 
apartheid groups who have acc- 
used the complex of paying exo- 
rbitant fees and effectively bribing 
stars to ignore cultural boycotts of 
South Africa. 

Hie charges are denied by ent- 
ertainment director Hazel Fel- 
dman. “There’s no political pre- 
mium — we pay no more than the 
going rate, given the extra dis- 
tances the acts must travel to come 

here” she said. 

She said none of the artists who 
Played here have turned against it 
or s u bs e q ue ntly called for fdSow 
entertainers to stay awa y. 



All good 
love cow bells . 

ADLIGENSWIL. SttititerUnd 
(Ri — A Ciccboskwikbas been 
refused Swiss citizenship ft* — 

hcdoc&not J&e cowbell VaStn* 

pka' v application wgs taraeddowa 
at a village awtagon the grounds 
that ha sympathy Witte resident* 
complaining sbomndaefitnadte 
bells showed he was net properly 
assmodaietL a participant toM 
Reuters. Stupka. who has bed ia 
Switzerland for 14 yewvprovtded 
measuring instruments when pnv 
tesrera won a court order m l 981 
obliging farmer Leo Sdunkfli to 
move his cows further away from 
dwellings daring themght 

WWF takes up 
rare monkeys’ case : 

GLAND. Switzerland (R>— The 
World Wildlife Fund < WWF) cal- 
led for a c onsi g n ment to rare 
monkeys which it said were *8- 
egaSy exported to Belgrum fo bc 
returned to theirhabiuf in Brazil. 
The WWF said 29 tiny golden- 
beadetfihm ramaria monkeys had- 
been smuggled out of Brazil, 
where scientists estimate fewer 
than 100 still survive in a small 1 
patch of coastal rain forest in the 
southeast of the cotmtry. lTse 
monkeys were taken fast to net- 
gh bonnng Bolivia, and tben ill- 
egally exported to BeJghimjiriiere 
a WWF representative saw 24 -of 
them at a wildlife desSdefs last : 
week. the. WWF said:.' . - 

Australia to study ; ' 
Vietnam bang0vers . 


SYDNEY (R). — A major health 
study on Australian servicemen is 
tobecunedouapteoftn^ ’ 
icia! inquiry info the effort of che- 
mical agents on troops doting the ' 
Vietnam war, tlre raquiiy's spo- 
kesman said. Thc study wiH fay-' ;. 
estigaie the physical and mental 
health of’ about 5.000 national 
servicemen, including 3,000 Vie-., 
mam veterans, according to John . 
Coombs, senior counsel assisting 
the royal commission. Some- 
40.000 Australians served in Vic- • 
tnam between 1962 and 1972. : 
The study was announced after 
consultations with a panel of sci- 
entific experts probing the effects 
of chemical agent orange in Vie- 
tnam. 

China claims having 
3,765 centenarians 

PEKING (ft) — China teas 3.765 
centenarians among itsone billion 
population, of whom the oldest is 
a man aged 2 30, the national cen- 
sus office .said. It said 36 Chinese 
are aged between 120 and 130, 
and named the oldest, of them as 
Kurban Yasheng, a member of a 
Turkic minority in the vast Xin- 
jiang region of Central Asia. Some 
2,600 of .the centenarians are 
■women, the office said. 

China raises fund 
to save the panda 

GLAND. Switzerland (Rj — 
China is to raise funds worldrwde 
to save the giant panda; con- 
sidered a national treasure, from 
extraction, the World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) said. WWF said a 
new .wildlife conservation ass- 
ociation, announced in Peking 
would seek voluntary con- 
tributions to save China’s 1.000 
pandas from starvation. They are 
threatened ■ because bamboo 
plants, their staple food, are dying 
off. The black-and-white mtinral l 
/found in west China, is the official 
‘emblem of the WWF, symbolising 
endangered animal species thr- 
oughout the world. - 

Singapore school 
to use English 

- SINGAPORE (R) - English will 
become the sole teaching medium 
m Singapore schools m the next 
three years, the gove rom enl ann- 
ounced. Education SecretaryGoh 
Kim Lttnag -said the pofey jMK ' 
was in view of^riwindbng ■eaaV 
oiment m non-Etrghsh mc<Sam 
schools lit the past several yeti*.;. 


population with Mtityi aet- 
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